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Re EMBTELS 317 and 349. 


RMR Saudi newspaper writer said AL*AWADI-and AL-BILAD editor 

Abdul Latif Al-Mai (latter just returned from Riyadh) in 
conversation January 7-8 with Embassy employee gave information 
whch tends confirm reports contained reference telegrams. 

They spoke of formation a Maj Lia -Al=Nuwa’ (Council of 
Deputies). Former says he has been approached informally 
about this appointment as member. [Latter believes tribal 

and royal members will be appointed while members from urban 
public to be elected. Method election still unknown. AL=AWADI 
said royal Diwan now drawing up plans under direction Abdul 
Aziz Mu Amar and expected appear February 19,1900. 
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Comment: Reported plans seems confirm idea suggested by 
appointment radical liberal Abdul Aziz Mu Amar to royal 
Diwan last November that King Saud has decided try enlist 
support intellectuals and radical nationalists by adopting 
modern institutions and appointing nationalists leaders to 
osts in government service. He may hope thereby bolster Saudi 
Neegime and him personally as opposed Faisal. Mu Amar's past 
“Xhistory and attitudes, however, indicate King may be ill- 
3 dvised rely heavily upon his loyalty. Possibly King intends SS 
se institution new Parliament as occasion withdraw many 
or all powers delegatee Faisal. If reports true end result 2, 
a formation Parliament could be initial step toward constitutionyes 


WY _ Monarchy. 
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SUBJECT: Philby Says Money is the Root of Saudi Arabia's Evil Pe 
os ery 
a In the course of a long rambling conversation with an Embassy officer in Riyadh 
on January 28, 1960, H. St. John PHILBY, former royal councilor and longtime resident 
of Saudi Arabia, expressed the view that the basic problem in Saudi Arabia is the 
failure of the desert bedouin tribal society to adjust to the advent of an oil economye 
Yoney which was formerly scarce and now abundant rules the lives of everyone from the 
King to the lowest Bedu. He saids 
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le. The discovery of oil brougnt quick riches on a scale previously unheard of 
and played upon the weakest facet of the bedu's character, namely, his craving 
for mneye Before, the bedouin were poors but they possessed dignity, pride, 
manners, and a profound beliet in their inherent superiority over other 
peoples. Now their whole way of lite has changed. Urbanization has reduced 
their mobility and broken up tribal organization. Tribal leyalties are dis- 
appearing, traditional good manners are being forgotten, and the people then- 
selves have gone soft catering to their overwhelming greed. The bedu also 
now suffers from an inferiority complex because he knows he is not superior 
to his western cousinse 


2, Public spirit or the concept of the desirability of work per se or of non= 
profit enterprise are non-existent in Saudi Arabia. Everything is geared to 
produce a quick profit. Even young bedus who study to be doctors, lawyers, 
or petroleum engineers do so not through altruism or a desire to benefit 
their country, but because they realize that these are lucrative professionse 
Many of the youth of Saudi Arabia are dissatisfied and would like improved 
Living conditions, but they are unwilling to work except in their own direct 
interest. 
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30 Self interest is the governing force among high and low alike. For example, 
Shaikh Abdullah TARIKI, Director of Petroleum and Minéral Affairs, like any 
other simple bedu is self~seeking,and desires personal wealth and power 


above all else. He uses his oil expértise exclusively to buildup his own 
aie iKrabi 
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position and fortune and has no altruistic aims to develop Say 
To satisfy these personal ends, he is working for the Arabiza; 

Saudi oil industry and closes his eyes\to the, fact that Saudi 
do without Aramco. oe ae: : 
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| and uses this knowledge to strengthen his position. He desires popular~ 
ity and obtains it by free spending (even from his private purse) on his 


continuing trips throughout the countrys As a result the King is clearly 
the most popular man in the Kingdom Converselys Prince Faisal who is 
doing a good job of economic reform is generally disliked because the 
people dislike austerity and yearn for the old days of free spendings 
comfortable corruption and bribery. Although many realize the need for 
reform, few are willing to sacrifice personal gain for its sakeo 


5S. King Saud drew on his knowledge of his people's weakness for money when 
he recently appointed Shailch Abdul Aziz bin MU'AMAR to the royal diwane 
The appointment was designed to shut him up and keep him out of trouble. * 
The position pays wells amounts to being the assistant to royal councilors 
Jamal Bey HUSSEINI and Shaikh Yusut YASIN and is essentially a sinecures 
Mutamar seems somewhat dissatisfied, however, because he has nothing to doe 


H. Ste Jom Philby still lives in Riyadh in an old mud house given to him by 
former King ABDUL AZIZ IBN SAUD. Despite his advancing years he is active, continues 
to write, and closely follows political, economic, and social developments in the 
Kingdom Although he is not as close to King Saud as he was to his father, Philby 
appears to have ready access to the royal palace and maintains his relations with 
members of the royal family and influential members of the court. Two of Phikby's 
sons by his second wife are attending the school for young princes at the Nassariyah 
Palace in Riyadh. 
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# Mutamar has a record of activities prejudicial to the Saudi government and often 
has been outspokenly critical of the present regime (ef Embassy despatch Noe 162 
of December 22, 1959). 
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SUBJECT: Conversation with Col. Eddy: Communist Influence in the Middle halt “ts. 
Position in Saudi Arabia; British Position in Persian Gulf. ae vee 
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Colonel William A. EDDY, first U. S, diplomatic representative to Saudi 
Arabia and presently Aramco consultant, visited Dhahran on January 21 on a 
routine visit of the area. During a conversation with the reporting officer, 
Col. Eddy expressed the following views, which may be of interest to the 


Department. 


With respect to the Communist infiltration of the Middle East area, Col. 
Eddy said that the first test was now taking place in Iraq. There are two 
Communist groups there, one backed by the Soviet Embassy, and another by the 
Communist Chinese. These two parties differed in their basic approach to the 
problem of how Communists should proceed to gain control over oil resources 
in the Middle East. The Communist Chinese approach was to take over the 
Government of Iraq as quickly as possible, getting rid of Qasim as soon as 
possible and then proceeding to gain control of the neighboring oil-rich 


areas of Kuwait and Abadan. 
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On the other hand the Russian approach, somewhat more sophisticated and 
fective in the long run, was to gain control of Iraq after a 
Communist influence. In the meantime, the 

+t France from the Atlantic Alliance so that 

d the Iranian oil fields, they would 


perhaps more ef 
process of gradually increasing 
Communists would try to disaffec 
if Communists gained control of Kuwait an 
not only have the oil of the Middle East, but they also would have sown seeds 
of revolt within the Atlantic Alliance, and would therefore be in a better 


position to throw the economic life of the Western World out of balance. Col. 
Eddy was careful to say that he did not for a mement believe that the effort 
would be successful, but he considered this a threat to the Free World which 


should be recognized and guarded against. 


ion on the®Persian Gulf area, Col. Eddy 
of one country to 
ab States: Nn = 


In the course of a general discuss 
discussed the question of the best policy for the nationals 


adopt when they undepftake positions of importance in the Ar 2 = 
this respect, he referred to Mr. Van der Meulen's. book, The Wells of ‘Ibn Saud, -* 
and said that he considerei the basic error in the work to be the author'scs aed 
conviction that the Amer ns, ise. Aramco or the United States Government, 
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should be spent or the acceptance of Chrisitianity on the part of the ate 
resident in Saudi Arabia. In Col. Eddy's view, if Americans had insisted that 
they knew how to spend Saudi income better than the King, or if they had 
demanded unfettered rekigious freedom for Americans in Saudia Arabia, American 
interests would not have been able to maintain their position. He considered 
that Americans had to act as guests in Saudi Arabia and abide by the local 

laws and customs, at least outwardly, in order to be accepted and carry out the 
work they came to the country to dos 


He contrasted the position of the US in Saudi Arabia with the British 
position elsewhere in the Persian Gulf, particularly in Bahrain. There the 
British, he believed, were fully in control. Not only did they have the 
sympathy of the Ruling Family, but they also had the military force to ensure 
that their policy within reasonable limits would be carried out. Thus they 
were able to enforce greater religious freedom, more reasonable expenditure of 
State funds, etc. Col. Eddy did not mean to say that British influence was 
here to stay nor that it was not in the process of waning. He_merely contended 
that the changes_in the native Arab customs which the British.were..able to bring 
about waS done more as a result of their control over the local Arabs than a 

“Eechniqué of approach. With particular réferencé to Qatar, Col. 


matter of their technic 
Eddy confirmed the Consulate General's information that the situation, 
political and economic, was almobt catastrophic and that the British seemed to 
have little power to combat it. \This, he said, may forshadow the end of the 


British control in still another \vital area of the world. 
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suBJEcT: Grown Prince Faisal Announces Withdrawal of Formal Press Censorship and 
Discusses Foreign Relations in Press Interview, January 23 1960. 


Crown Prince FAISAL after admonishing the local press to concentrate on con~ da 
‘structive criticism and fulfill its duty of guiding the people, announced the removal (\) 
of formal censorship in a press interview with Saudi editors in Riyadh on January 235 ( 
1960 (cf enclosed translation). Each editor is now responsible for what his paper te 
prints and is guided by the Press Regulations, without reference to the censorship ° 
oftice. During the interview (not published in the text) Faisal announced the appoint-© 
ment of popular Saudi journalist Abdullah ARAIF as mayor of Mecca. Araif has led a OQ 
movement for local government reform in the past two years, and his appointment seems ™., 
designed to curry favor with the press and encourage a cooperative attitude following f\) 
the withdrawal of censorshipe 

In the question period which followed his statement Prince Faisal briefly dis- Gi 
cussed recent fiscal reforms. Then in answer to a question on Sandi foreign policy #9) 
he made a series of brief statements on: 1) Buraimi = The Saudi position is clear. q) 
No more lenient position could be taken without compromising Saudi rights and dignity, 
but any solution not compromising them would be welcome; 2) Algeria = Saudi Arabia has 
championed the patriots' cause from the beginning and will spare nothing to help them 
until they gain independence; 3) Palestine ~ All true Arabs want to secure a free, 
independent Arab Palestine; and ly) Southern Arabia - Saudi Arabia is bound to help its 
people gain their right to self-determination. 


Comment: The removal of formal press censorship will lessen red tape and give 
editors more leeway, but the strict Saudi Press Regulations (see Embdesp 193 of 
March 18, 1959) together with Prince Faisal's warning should ensure that no strong 
criticism of the regime or deviation from the official line on Saudi foreign licy 
will find expression in the Sandi press. Saudi editors at present receive oMici 
guidance from Prince Faisal's Office, not from the Directorate General of proadoastl] 
ing, Press, and Publications, but the editors say they need more press conferences a 
which the Government's thinking would be explained. — 


. > 
Some editors say that one motive for removing press censorship is: tolessép 
pressure from religious leaders who have been criticizing the government for allowing 


press publication of material which they consider objectionable. Presumably, Q 
government can now tell protesting ulemas that the press is now respopyible fo > 


it publishes, and that all the government can do is to punish an editex who has” trans? 


ressed religious rules. fe ra 0 
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The statements on foreign policy contain nothing new and caused little comnent. 
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PRESS CONFERENCE OF CROWN PRINCE FAISAL, JANUARY 23; 1960 | 


(As published by Al-Bilad, January 26, 1960) 


Results of the Press Conference in Riyadh at the Invitation of His Highness Crown 
Prince Faisal 


---No censorship of the press except by the press regulations. "We welcome con= 
structive criticism The press must be a guide for public opinion." 

-—<(Cur position on Buraimi is very clears It is impossible to be more lenient 
and still maintain our rights and the dignity of our country." 


TEXT 


"ZT have nothing particular to say to you. It is customary that I meet you 
occasionally to review important matters, but I regret that this year we have not 
peen able to meet at the time fixed, that is, at the time of the issuance of the 
state budgete Perhaps the reason for this was the punctuality with which the bud= 
get was issued on the first day of the fiscal year. It was not possible to discuss 
it, but everything necessary was said in the decrees and decisions which were pub=- 
lished just after the buaget appearede 


"But now I would like to talk with you and I would like to know what you are 
thinking aboute I consider that a brotherly meeting such as this is necessary to 
discuss any important subjects with the aim of servicing the public intereste All 
of us know that our country is in a different situation and circumstances from all 
other countries of the world because, thank God, -we have no parties and no different 
elements with differing aims, which would be dangerous to us in our own positions 
Instead we are all loving brothers This does not mean that we do not need to im- 
prove and develop, howevers because we are still at the beginning of the road and 
we have to gather all our strength and work. I don't doubt that every citizen is 
urged by his loyalty to work, but work alone will not be sufficient. We need per- 
severance in our works Even worship requires perseverance. What we need is 
individual and collective efforts to raise our level. 


"Our country needs guidance in all fieldse I personally accept every idea 
offered to me even if it differs from my own. The fact that it differs does not 
make me oppose it. Rather I discuss it and look at it thoroughly to see whether 
4t is in the general interest Thank God the press in this country has taken broad 
steps toward improvement, and perhaps it is now better than the press in some other 
countries, because men here are free and the responsibility of the free man is 
greater than that of the man who is not free. We appreciate the efforts of the news~ 
paper writers, but we want you to be aware that we must not prefer the interests of 
the newspapers or the writers to the public interest, Nothing would be more harmful 
to our press and to the public interest than putting private interests ahead of it. 
Perhaps someone would gain as an individual, but he would lose as a citizen and a 
guide. I welcome criticism put on one condition: it must be constructive. I do 
not want our press to provide a field for cont licting opinions or to attempt to 
build up some reputations at the expense of otherse This would lose for the press 
its fundamental function. The press must be free, strong, and neutrale The press 
mast be a guide to the nation and to public opinion. Guidance is a big responsibility 
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because our country, as you know, is based on a sound foundation. This, as you 
know, is the Islamic shariahe This is the basic feature of our country. We have 
a divine, high constitution, the Quran. We must call attention to this, and guide 
the people to the doctrines of the Prophet and to what he directed for his natione 
This is the duty for us, and especially for the press, because faith and religion 
in this era have regrettably become secondary thingse As for us, thank God it is 
our foundation. We have no other foundation than religion and faiths 


"Guidance is necessary for the nation, and it must be flexiblee We must under- 
stand the subject we want to discuss. When discussing it, we must do so in a flex- 
ible manner, making other appropriate parties feel that this guidance is fulfilling 
its purposee Our aim is one and our interests are one and our foundation is one. 

We have no disturbances among USe If any brother citizen, who understands this 
situation, calls my attention to something in such a way as to make me feel his 
brotherhood I accept his guidance, but $f I feel that he wants only to criticize I 
do not accept ite I don't consider this constructive guidance. 


"We are now living in an era of imitation so that the individual imitates : 
things which he doesn't care about understanding. All he wants is a good reputation." 


His Highness continued talking about the principles of Islam and what benefits 
they contain. He talked about the suitability of Islamic social doctrines and how 
to achieve brotherhood and equality so as to arrive at general prosperity and 
security. 


"'T want the press to study every subject it wishes to discuss. If the press 
wants to write about that subject, it may do S0. I will accept anything from the 
press if I feel 4% is meant constructively. I wish you all success in your missions 
and in serving the public intereste " 


At this point His Highness made a kind statement: "I wish you success and I 
want you to be a high example to the free press because you are responsible for what 
you write and issue. For this reason I have decided that from today we have no 
censorship except that contained in the Press Regulations. " 


After this high guidance to the press, the editors asked His Highness questions, 
and he answered them willingly and clearlye 


1. QUESTION: Sugar, tea, coffee, and artificial ghee are considered essential 
substances for the people, particularly for the poor. Does Your Highness believe 
that these should be on the list of subsidized articles? 

ANSWER: Artificial ghee is considered inciuded in the list of goods subsidized. 


2, QUESTION: Is Your Highness considering decreasing customs duties for those 
items charged on the basis of the quersh rather than the riyal? 


ANSWER: This is theoretical. If in fact it (the reduction of the number of 
quersh in the riyal from 22 to 20) proves harmful to the public, we will change 


| it immediately. 
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3 QUESTION: Does Your Highness believe that the subsidies should include all 
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the subsidized articles which were imported at the former official rate of the 
dollar (ieee SR 3e¢75 = $1.00) as the customs duties have been increased in 
consequence of the raise of the dollar rate of exchange (to SR 4.50 = $1.00). 


ANSWER: There are no actual increases as we decided to give the subsidies at 
the same proportion as the raise in the dollar ratee 


QUESTION: Will His Highness be kind enough to say whether he will fix prices 
of subsidized articles, because this is in the interest of the economy, and will 
insure that merchants do not raise their prices? 


ANSWER: Tne Ministry of Finance discussed this with me ana I refused to fix 
prices because there is no actual price increase at this timee Government inter=- 
ference is therefore not necessary. I am always against interference which puts 
the public and citizens at the mercy of one individual who may not value his 
responsibility or who may use the situation to advance his own personal 
interestse If we fina the matter needs our intervention, we will do so 
immediately. 


QUESTION: Does Your Highness agree to raise the percentages of subsidy for 
wheat and flour and other substances considered essential food for the poor? 


ANSWER: Our country, thank God, is one of those which can get food very easily. 


QUESTION: Does Your Highness believe that the initiation of some public 
projects will help to strengthen the economic level of the country and provide 
work? 


ANSWER: In the budget there were items for projects, and the appropriate 
authorities are studying these. These funds will be distributed among the 
authorities in the necessary proportions. 


QUESTION: Is it expected that work on the Mecca-lMedina road and roads between 
other cities will be expanded? 


ANSWER: This would please me very much, but it is subject to the cooperation 
of the citizens, those who are interested, and those groups who supervise the 
execution of these projects, The committee which does this for Mecca told us 
that costs for taking over property would be SR 112,000,000, and this, as you 
see, is a very exaggerated sum It is thus not possible to carry on in the 
execution of this projects 


We beg Your Highness to give us some light on our kingdom's relations with 
neighboring countries. We request your kind opinion on Buraimi, Algeria, 
Palestiney and Southern Arabiae 


Buraimi - Everyone knows about the Buraimi case and our position concerning ite 
Tt is very clear from the course matters have taken and from our previous state~ 
ments and announcements. All this makes our position cleare It would be 
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impossible to be more lenient and still maintain the dignity and rignts of 

this country. We would welcome any settlement or understanding which was not 

contrary to our dignity and rightse 
Algeria - The position of His Majesty's Government on Algeria is known. From 
the beginning this government under the guidance and leadership of His Majesty 
the King had the honor to adopt the Algerian case in UN discussions and in 
other ways. We will not leave a stone unturned in offering all we are able 
until our brother Algerians attain their aims and hopes for freedom and 
independences 


Palestine ~ As the proverb says: "Its fame is sufficient to define it." We 
consider Palestine to be the case of every Arab. No man proud of his Arabism 
does not care about Palestine, its people, and its future. All of us. have made 
good efforts to reach our goal of a free, independent, Arab Palestines 


Southern Arabia ~ As for southern Arabia, it must have its natural right to 
Self=determination.s No doubt our brother citizens the sons of Southern Arabia 
have this right and we are obliged to assist them to reach their goal." 


His Highness concluded his talk by addressing advice and guidance to all the 
chief editors asking them to act as his hands jn building a society and in guiding 
the nation soundly so that the country can attain the level it requires for dignity, 
progress, and prosperity. Then all left thanking him appreciatively for his 
kindnesSe 
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a On Monday, February 22, Unity Day, a parade lasting about one hour culminated 
a week's celebration of "National Unity". This parade included floats and athletic 
groups-as well as military, police and civil defense units. Immediately prior to 
the parade an airplane scattered tickets for a free airplane ride over the area 
where the crouds were gathered, and during the progress of the event a formation 
of four MIG 17s made repeated passes over the area. 


This was the only event of those celebrating President Nasser's visit and 
Unity Day in which military units as such took part. The groups of marching youths 
had paraded before Nasser on Friday, and the floats had been seen in town earlier 
in the week, indeed, a few of them on previous occasions. The military units 
appeared to include two regular infatry platoons, one Airforce platoon, a unit of 
police, a unit of Reserve Officer candidates and at least two home defense units, 
one male the other female. The military equipment displayed included six bazookas 
mounted on large jeeps, six trucks carrying two light anti-aircraft weapons, five 
trucks pulling slightly heavier anti-aircraft pieces, four trucks towing anti-tank 
pieces, eight towing heavy mortars, five towing field pieces and two towing howitzers. 
All this equipment appeared to be of Soviet-bloc origin. Also included in the 
parade was such equipment as ambulances and fire trucks. A considerable number of 
the vehicles themselves were American, although some German, British and Japanese 
vehicles were observed. 
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The entire ceremony was well planned and organized, particularly in comparison 
with other years. It started on time and although not completed after one hour, 
the Muhafiz terminated the parade in accordance with his promise. To appear- 
ances the parade was well received with no letdown in enthusia 
President's departure for Damascus. 
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February 19 Mohamed Ali Rem received cable from King requesting gq 

his presence Riya we. Ai Reza showed cable to attache O 


after two days. He advised Attache King had asked him to accept 
position on cabinet. of King's special representative. Mohamed 
asked King what progress had been made toward reorganization of 
government along. parliamentary lines. King's answer was that 
progress was very slow but surely after Ramadan improvement 
would eccur. Mchamed informed King that unless specified plan 
for change existed he did not believe he could accept appoint- 
ment in best interest of King. He told King he could serve sso) 
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le no reason for visit was given. Ali Reza left returning Jidda 
| 


2 

NS. better at this time by maintaining close liaison with US Embass 
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economy. Further he advised King he would continuexto seek = 


port among people for King's program to reform government. Kig¢ 
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soon. Since his resignation as Minister of Commerce he had 
conducted a discreet but persistent campaign against the 

gross inadequacy of the government. He has developed a sig- 
nificant following of merchants and reputable tribal leaders 
mostly from the Hejaz. Throughout his program he has repeatedly 
| sought the advice and confidence of US officials. He is known 
among the Arabs as a devoted friend of the West especially of 
the US. In the Attache's opinion Ali Reza and his following 

| will continue their attempt to maneuver the King toward progress 
and reform in an effort to preak the stranglehold Faisal has on 
the entire Saudi Government. 
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that Faisal does have on the government is all to the good of 
Saudi Arabia and I think is in American interest. 
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Attache contacted by Ali Reza 29th February with information 
: he received unexpected letter Chief King's Diwan: requesting 
immediate written reply wilffingness be appointed Councilor 
to King. Letter seen by Attache stated King's intention 
appoint several Councilors from nationals of country. Under 
pressure Ali Reza sent noncommittal reply requesting 
postponement subject until he can discuss with King after 
y Ramadan. Ali Reza views gravity his position as follows: - 
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Y Further official refusal could discredit King's effort 
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Sir Leslie Munro, former New Zeeland Ambassador to Washington 
RYR and President UN 1957=58, visited Jidda March 6-9 inclusive, after 
visiting Dhahran and Riyadh. In Riyadh he was Prince Faisal's 
est but the latter took no initiative in inviting him to visit 
Saudi Arabia, Sir Leslie had expressed to Azzam Pasha (who may be 
deseribed as Saudi Ambassador at large usually resident in New York) 
his desire to visit Saudi Arabia and Agzem Pasha had told hin to: 
gend 4 telegram to that effect to Prince Faisal and the latter 
would be glad to receive him, ‘The main purpose of Sir Leslie's 
visit was in connection with his retention by the Bankers Trust 
Gompany of New York as a consultant on international business, 
Sir Leslie tells me that in his audience with the Prime Minister, 
Prince Faisal said with earnestness that he hoped very much that 
there would be peace between Saudi Arabia and Great Britain and 
that the solution of the Buraimi controversy must include the right 
of the refugees now in Saudi Arabia to return to the Buraind Oasise 
In response to question Faisal admitted he was Sgnorant how many 
Buraimi "refugees" there were nov in Saudi Arabia. 
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GOVERNMENT AND ARMY. 

The enclosed memorandum contains information reported by the Embassy's ~ 
locally employed Commercial Assistant subseauent to a trip he made recently 88) 
to Riyadh while on official leaves oO 

Items one and two appear typical examples of the misuse of position . 
and corruption which long have been part and parcel of Saudi administrative 2 
practice. No verification of these particular reports has been obtainede = 

Item three undoubtedly refers to the same development reported earlier a 
by CAS. The enclosed statement of this occurrence is believed to be more fy 


accurate than the report to CAS which described the affair in stronger terms 


as an abortive "coup". 
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SUBJECT: REPORTED MISBEHAVINGS IN SAG 


Just before his recent departure for Riyadh March 15 on personal business, 
Mr. Afif Khudr, our local Commercial Assistant, told me of a rumor in Jidda that 
the Deputy Minister of Commercey Shaikh Ahmad Shatta, had been suspended from 
his position and was being investigated for embezzlement of public funds. This 
was of special interest to me since Shatta was the official in the Ministry of 
Commerce with whom I had a discussion in Riyadh late in February. 


Mr. Khudr is now back from Riyadh and reported the following: 


1) The charge against Ahmad Shatta was not embezzlement but was a 
somewhat nebulous charge that he had promoted friends and relatives within 
the Ministry of Commerce in disregard of appropriate regulations. An investiga- 
tion was made and Shatta was acquitted. He is still in his position and in 
fact never had his authority taken from hin. 


2) Mr. Khudr understands that the Director General of Communications, 
Abdullah Satad, and five other officials from various ministries are being 
investigated by a committee headed by the Minister of Health, Mr. Fir'aun. 
The charge against these six is that they pocketed money back in 1957 when they 
were members of the committee controlling issuance of import licenses. One 
report is that the committee members received 1 Saudi Riyal for each dollar's 
worth of foreign exchange granted to the receivers of import licensese This 
whole affair is purported to have been brought to Prince Faisal's attention 
by a letter of confession written to him by a Ministry of Commerce employee 
who happens to be a close relative of Shaikh Mohamed Alirezae Mr. Khudr 
understands that two or three of the six individuals involved are now in jail 
but the others are free pending the result of the investigation. 


3) <A small group of Army officers was arrested recently for "talking" 
against the Government, according to a strong rumor in Riyadh. 


All this information is from Mr. Khudr and has not been verified as yete 
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. Following receipt of message reported my telegram 653 I 
RMR had Air. Attache drop informally to see Mohammed Alireza 
to see if latter had any news ta. report. Air Attache's or 
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Department as number 654. Alireza told Air Attache that > 
had he not come by he would have asked to see him. tomorrow, o 
I am apprehensive lest purpose of King's summons to me is OQ: 
to enlist at least moral American support if the influential OQ: 
Princes object to his taking baak reigns of government, ~ 
utilizing services Mohammed Alireza, during any prolonged a 
absence of Faisal. I have not told Air Attache or others sale 
that King has asked me to see him. CN. 
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Faisal's illness (re which we would like ‘mow more) could pase very real 
problems re future US relationship with Saudi Arabia and we recognize possibility 
exists King may make bid and perhaps be able to ssa aa his authority 4f Faisal 
should be incapacitated for any length of time. HaIK efforts by King to do S0y 
however x could have serious unsettling political effects in Saudi Arabia and covld 
disrupt progress toward financial stability which Faisal has been able achieve. Nor 

ili-considered 
can possibility be excluded that xaxnamxr afforts by King to reassex control covld 
trigger as yet unidentified QTE liberal UNQTE elements in Saudi Arabia to oppose 
such move and perhaps organi.ze political action of their own. Tn these circum- 


stancesy, we believe it essential that we show absolute jmpartiality in Saudl 


power struggle and maintain friendly relations with all major protagonists. 
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supsect: Interest of the King in Political Prisoners : C 


iz On April 19, 1960 Mr. W. L. Owen, General Manager, Government Relations, Arabian | 
Americen O41 Company, told the Consul General that on the day before he and Mr. Robert 
Hatch, Vice-President of Aramco, had been summoned to Dammam by the King, who asked ~ 
them what the attitude of the Company would be toward the re-employment by Aramco of 1) 
the men who had been jailed in July 1957 for their alleged part in a demonstration 0) 
against the King at the gates of Aramco, Fifty-one prisoners had been jailed at the > 
time, of whom three are now out of the country and one is dead. The other forty-seven,* 
who benefitted with the other four from an amnesty in 1957, are still in Saudi Arabia, 
most of them in the Eastern Province. In a subsequent conversation Mr. Owen said that 
an examination of the records showed that eighteen of the individuals had good work ™~ 


records at Aramco. Eleven had extremely bad records, not only as workmen but as >. 
political agitators, Eighteen others had records somewhat better but still bad from I 
the point of view of the Companyo N) 


.a)) 
After considering the matter, Mr. Hatch and Mr. Owen called on H. H. Amir Saud 8) 
bin JILUWI, Governor of the Eastern Province, who is known not to be sympathetic to O 
the re-employment of the individuals. Mr. Hateh and Mr. Owen said that the Company 
would be willing to pay all the men the indemnities due them for the period during 
which they had worked for the Company. The indemnities amount to half a month's my 
for every year worked, up to a maximum of eighteen years. Although some of the men 
had worked as long as fifteen or sixteen years for the Company before they were jailed, 
the mean employment period was seven yearse The representatives of the Company fur- 
ther said that they did not wish to re-employ the twenty-nine individuals with bad 
records, but that they would re-employ the eighteen men with good work records, pro- 
vided the Governor of the Eastern Province agreed, the men passed physical examinations C) 
and suitable jobs were available. The Amir made plain that he did not favor re~ ae 
employing any of the workers. He said that he would advise the King of the willingness 
of the Company to pay indemnities but he would recommend against re-employment. The 
Company has not yet heard the results of the Andr!s, representations to the King. 

Calera ite me = 


Mr, Owen expressed the view that the King had-b: en moved to act ofiibehalf of : 
the jailed prisoners primariby because of petitions coming to him concerning theme 
Mr. Owen said that he did not believe that Abdul Aziz ibn MU'AMMER, ‘a.close advisor 
to the King who underwent a jail sentence-(scine, yearg,'ago oar political: ‘activity, had 
anything to do with the request for re-employment. Mr.Owéh expressed the opinio ¢ 
that Mu'ammer would not, with his record, involve himself with such a. -recomiig 
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SUBJECT: American Doctor Reports Widespread Dissa sfaction with Saudi Regime 


Dr. Joseph YAIIN, an American physician of Lebanese origin and longtime | 
resident of Saudi Arabia, told an inbassy officer on April 23; 1S60 that dissatis~ 
faction with the Saudi regime is widespread among the younger elements of the 
population, particularly the army, and a revolution is only a question of time. 

He said: 


1) Dissatisfied elements are common throughout all classes of young educated 
Saudis, but the nucleus for revolution lies in the Saudi armye 


2) Members of royal family are well aware of the danger of revolution. Poth 
Prince MOHA:LIED BIN SAUD, head of the King's diwan, and Prince ABDJLLAH FAISAL, 
former iiinister of Interior, personally have acknowledged the presence of 
revolutionary elements. The latter commented as long as a year ago that if 
radical changes in the present regime did not take place within ten years a 
revolution was inevitable. 
3) Although both the motives and the potential forces for revolution are 
present in Saudi Arabia, the peculiar internal structure of the country makes 
the probable time of revolution unpredictable. Tribal and personal loyalties 

_ to King Saud and his close alignment with conservative religious elements malce 
the formation of a hard core of opoosition capahle of a successful revolt 
difficult. Assuming that officers of the regular army should turn against the 
King it is not certain that the regulars could prevail against the White Army 
(ifujahiddin) because their ranks are honeycombed with men loyal to the King. 
Pressures for relaxation of economic restrictions and for social and political 
reform are increasing, however, and the monarchy must accommodate itself to 
the changing times or eventually succunibe 
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Comment s 
Dr. Yamin has been employed at the Lebanésé'Htiospi tal in Jidda fé: the past 
nine years. His professional qualifications and/the:fact that he is “bilinguakin 
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VVO 


Arabic and English have enabled him to establish close contacts with:members 01 sthe 
royal family and among influential members of other social groups. “He appears £0 


be an acute, well-balanced observers eae 
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ears ” : 72 
: : SoHE ij F - aod Seep CS 
The Embassy concurs that there is widespread dissatisfaction with the Saudi 
regime and that much of it centers in the Saudi Army. -To date, , however, no “potenti 
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leaders of a revolt are in evidence and no central issue unites the heterogeneous 
restive elements. Moreover, an army coup to be successful would require the 
defeat or subornation of the White Army neither of which appear likely in the 
immediate future. Officers of the United States Military Training Mission in 
Saudi Arabia consider that in the event of civil conflict the regular army could 
hold its fixed positions in centers such as Riyadh, Taif, Jidda, and Tobuk; but 
that it would be defeated by the White Army in a fluid battle or war of movemente 
furthermore the tribal white Army is traditionally loyal to the King who encourages 
continued loyalty with regular subsidies. 
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MOP = : 
OCB ‘Political observers in Saudi Arabia generally believe news of .) 
IRC ‘takeeover of active conduct of state affairs by King Mohammed V in O 
CIA Moroeco source of considerable encouragement to King Saud in his © a 
OSD - eurrent efforts to divest Prince Faisal of broad .axecutive powers. '@)) 
ARMY Reported reactions of King and Crown Prince to this news seem to ' 
bear oub this view. ‘Trusted political aide of Prince Faisal told aa 
NAVY PAO May 27 that upon receipt news of King Mohammed's move Crown Prince 0) 
AIR commented gloomily that news could not have come at worse time. Oo 


RMR “Palace attendant who read news to King Saud told Embassy officer 
May 28 that upon hearing news King buret into exhuberant laughter 
-and glanced meaningfully at Jamal bay Husseipi, one of his principal 
advisers who reportedly is encouraging King to oust Crown Princes 
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TRC ALSO PASS FOR INFORMATION TO D/I USAFE LINDSEY AFSTA GERMANY 


SECOND AIRDIV DHAHRAN AFLD S.A. 
Secret C-36. For AFCIN AND AFCIN-IE-A. From Smith Attache. 


Recent issue EL JUMHURIA Cairo newspaper considered official 
organ Nasser Government published interview with Prince 
Nawaaf Ben Adbul Aziz full brother Alal. Article in 
essence stated Saudi Arabia on verge of taking major step 
forward toward democratic form of government. Translation 
to be forwarded Embassy despatch. Attache in conversation 
with Abdul Aziz Bin Muammer, royal councilor and Mohamed Ali 
Reza was told by Muammer that Nawaaf had been asked by SAG 
censorship department under Faisal to deny he had made such 
statements. Nawaaf refused. Ali Reza expressed opinion 
_ article indication UAR approval of King's program for reform. 
\y Attache informed that King will address Cabinet on 11 June 
¥ and deliver important statement. os 
Nati Reza stated he had advised King not to discuss details 
tS tatement at that time, but merelv answer ail questions by 
ccpaying he would look into the matter. Political Attache 
nformed by reliable ARAMCO source thet Minister of Health 
“sPharaon is now advising Prince Faisal not to eave country 
but to bring necessary medical experts to Saudi Arabia where 
peration if necessary could be performed at ARAMCO Hospital 
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Attache informed by Alirezah* is deeply concerned over statement ° - 
to be presented by King to Cabinet Saturday June 11. Statement O 
reportedly prepared by Yousef Yasin King's counselor and not = 
shown. to remainder of King's advisors, Abdul Aziz Muammer G) 
believes stat@ment contains strong attack ARAMCO policies. 1 
Muammer, Altreza and private secretary to King discussed 9 
® subject in Attache's presence and concluded Yasin intentions @)) 
“S were to frighten ARAMCO into appeal to Faisal for support O 
with resulting forced reconcile differences with Faisal. 
Soe stated use of ARMACO for such purposes endangered 
*\Saudi national income and very shortsighted. Muammeér agreed 
& RAMCO attack uncalled for. All agreed Alireza should seek 
‘immediate audience with King, ask to see statement and con- 
“vince him delete anti-ARAMCO remarks. Attache did not par- 
ticipate in discussion except to comment when asked for eee 
we $ jopinion that any unfair attack on ARAMCO would probably ao 
= weaken confidence of other foreign investors in SAG, ~ me C 
gy mek eect 
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RMR Almad Abdul Jabbar (protect source), Chief Political. Section 


Diwan Prince Faisal, commented optimistically to Embassy officer 
June 10 about prospects Crown Prince withstanding efforts of 


King Saud to take over active conduct affairs of state. He . a 
said health Crown Prince does not require him leave Saudi Arabia q) | 
now. Faisal may go abroad in three-four months after he has ‘> 
had opportunity to "regularize certain things". S 
‘Swiss Charge told Embassy officer June 10 he had learned from O- 
source close to’Faisal (probably Jabbar) that arrival team a 
foreign doctors expected imminently to re-examine Crown Prince 1 
and determine degree need to take medical treatment abroad. aay 
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RMR Arrival Jidda May 31 for Haj of Abdul Khalek HASSOUNA, Sec Gen a 
Arab League, and Abdel RAHIM, Permanent Representative Arab League oO 
in New York (cf. Cairo's tel 3556 to Dept), caused some speculation > 
true purpose visit to seek reconcile King SAUD and Prince FAISALe . 
Business agent Prince TALAL bin Abdul Aziz told Air Attache and EmbOff 6 
June 3 that his observations did not confirm this supposition. He Oo 
said quarrel had gone too far for reconciliation. King determined to ~ 
oust Faisal from Prime Ministry and strip him of most other powerse 0) 
He would remain only Crown Prince and Foreign Minister. King's move 1 
expected shortly after Haj. according this sourcee ents 
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Anti-Faisal fotces led by Prince Talal have rallied to support ' 
‘King as. struggle for power still continues, Attache informed by ; 
reliable source Prince Talal aroused frombed 1430 a.m. morning ‘ 
yy 1 June by Abdul Aziz Muammar who informed hig:of King's 
\y agreement to accept Khalid.Muammar departed after hour visit and 
Ne returned at noon for additional visit of 30 minutes , Following 
by his departure Kurdi, Chief King's Intelligence: Service, called © 
“| on Talal and remained for hour and 30 winutes, Same night Talal,? 
%} Bader and other Princes of Talal group met in.King's Palace, Also 
“ present were Faisal and Prince Sultan and Prince Fahad Ibn Abdul 
* Aziz supporting Faisal. Faisal left Palace midnight and was. called 


NN .. | back by Sultan at 1:00 a.m, Conference lasted till 3 a.m. No one “<2 
4 “| present except sons Abdul Aziz. Cabinet. meeting scheduled Sunday} 245 
aes '- 12 June postponed. Attache in conversation with Ali-Reza this CD 
ae we date learned Muammar sent to Talal by Ali Reza. King; understood 
ao still holding out against Faisal as result quick nccats by «tes 
hoa oR | oo ° a 
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INR 10: Secretary of State . = 


CIA NO: 3650, June 12, Ll a.m. 


SENT PRIORITY JIDDA 180, wa INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 3650. 
Reference telegram Jidda 158. 


Article in question headed "truth about situation in Saudi 
Arabia" and states Faisal is one who has impeded reforms. 
Article states "thing now over; Faisal leaving power. 
Decision taken by King with backing of free princes. All 
considered Faisal's departure health necessity for His 
Highness, economic necessity for country and necessity 
for future of current regime and for dynasty". 


oezi-9/0Uu'v9gel 


Article charges«that after Faisal took over expectations = 
high but reverse of what expected took place. Article makes 
point of Faisal's refusing congratulate Nasser on July 23... 
‘when queried he replied this up to head of state which tie 
was not''. bee 
"on internal front Faisal tried freeze financial conditigns, > 
banned imports, refused honor treasury obligations, stopped 
development projects, monopolized hard currency. Result 

was economy collapsed. Merchants and businessmen in trouble. 

Rial and dollar vanished from market. Situation worsened in 

last few days to point where a bank had to stop payments." 


Gal 
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Paper says other princes 'Mnoticed" Faisal not carrying out 
__. reforms in response popular will. When Faisal would not 
listen to them "they turned to King, asking him assume power 
; “> again but on condition he carry out reforms. King agreed, 2 
nui G2.) especially after he noticed that Faisal censoring his as 
communications to point where King at times had to send a 
i 8Vanaaen nn ; messages through Kuwait." Gs 
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ANWAR says dispute came to head when in preparing depart 
Faisal assigned Prince Fahd to preside at Cabinet meetings 
ensued. 


Article concludes country "on eve white coup d'etat wherein 
King would assume premiership and call country to elect 
Legislative Assembly in which royal family represented." 

Faisal delaying departure but "King and free princes determined 
to have their white coup", 


Conment: In past weeks number of cheap weeklies have published 
scandalous stories on Saudi Arabia in hope of being bought off. 
AL ANWAR is UAR-subsidized and noted for publishing unverified 
rumors. Jidda can best judge reliability of story and assess 
possibility story planted in easily bought Beirut press. 
Similar story in less sensational form appeared in AL HAYAT, 

‘a somewhat more reliable newspaper. 
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DHAHRAN AFLD SA, DEPARTMENT 838. . 2 
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C 44. ’ 
FOR AFCIN, AFCIN-IE-A. << 
FROM SMITH ATTACHE Ze 
Attache in conversation with Prince Talal night 14 June was a 
told King at present fully convinced reform measures in interests | 
of people and country were necessary and would be initiated by ~ = 
government, current situation regarded as uneasy truce. He ray) 
stated King still under pressure by Faisal group who continues O) - 
Oo 


When asked if possibility existed 
King might once more give in he said this could happen however 
if so King knew he would lose all support of liberal princes who 


determined to carry on fight for reform as only means saving 
d fear US and others might not 


e NG future of family. He expresse 
& \Y recognize true issue between opposing factions royal family. 


crusade to maintain power. 


) Stated King convinced his actions in past which led country to 
&X brink of financial chaos will not be repeated. Also convinced 
yy policies of reactionary group led by Faisal to maintain all power 
© in hands of royal family and deny people voice in government 
by equally wrong. Claimed issue one of divergent priciples not 
personalities. Issue constitutional monarchy versus absolute 
autocracy. Talal stated +t was known to all that opinion of 
Ambassador Heath always had strong influence with Kings He 
stated that at this time US might not wish to express opinion in 
favor of government reform even though objectives democra sic 
principles sponsored by US. He stated if Ambassador cou not 


reBANERETTONPFROM TRISS 
COPY IS PROHIBITED. 7 


IUISSWTD vv 


SECREL UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” 
PERMANENT Classification 
turned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene | 


RECORD COPY « This copy must be re 


\u 


- SECRET 


-2- 838, June 16, 3 pem. from Jidda 


encourage King he would not encourage Faisal either. Attache 
assured Prince Ambassador determined not become involved. 

Talal noted Colonel Eddy had paid visit to King and Embassy 

and asked if Attache believed this was of significance. Attache 
stated he had no way of knowing and asked why Prince raised 
question. Prince stated he believed Eddy was now working for 
Allen Dulles. 
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RMR In past months Embassy has reported several times prevalent 


dissatisfaction in Saudi officer corps but rumors of definite 
military plots against regime have heretofore had no CFN, 
Embassy has now received apparently concrete CFN that group 
including one officer known to be energetic and capable 


is starting to make plans for an eventual military revolt. ae 
Fairly detailed report being sent by despatch. o | 
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Revolutionary Group in Saudi Arabian Army 


2 Herowith is a SECRET (NOFORN) memorandum which Brigadier General James McGehee , | 
CRief of the U.S. Military Training Mission, brought me on June 16 froin Dhahran, 


. In Dhahran only ‘three officers (including the General) have seen the report. The 
Bnbassy is also liniting distribution very strictly. The contents have been reported y 
J~ however, through militery channels available to the USAF 2nd Air Division. 


‘. 


abia (largely over pay scales and payroll administration) there have been rwors of 
Y plotting by officers and countermeasures by the government (none of them, however, 
‘y confirmed), the information from Lt, Col, HAZIM SULAIMAN is the first credible, con- 
. erete report we have seen with respect to the existence of an active revolutionary 
{roup among the Saudi militarye 


‘ Ne Although the Bxbassy has known of dissatisfaction among the rilitery in Saudi 
r 


NS Hazim Suleiman is about 36 years of age and has been educated partly in Egypt 

' J and in England. Ne speaks mglish but has nob received training in the United States 
thus far, His comnand is now only a gadre but would consist at full strength of 

\ 6)500--a number equal to half the size of the present Saudi Arabian Army. He is 
reputed to be extraordinarily demanding and active with regard to the efficiency of 


_ his command, having had 17 of his officers replaced because of their ineompetence, 

k 

a) A revolutionary group within the Saudi Arabian Arny faces formidable obstacles. 
. | \p As indicated in the enclosed memorandum, ammunition is a serious problem. Conmanders 
\ are accountable for virtually every round issued to them, I am told, and limited . 


<u issue is made to only one garrison at a time, I have been told also that it is 
N} probably no coincidence that regular garrisons are invariably without their full 
Ny] quotas of ammunition and supplies, especially fuel for transport, when the King or 
e the Crowm Prince or other important royal personalities are in their area I note 
No also that Lt. Col. Hazim Sulaiman mentions many of the Hejazi officers as being _ 
4solated in the Tobuk area, where their communication and movement are handicappede 
') Moreover, a revolutionary group in the regular army, even if it were to become 
\ _~ controlling throughoul the army's officer corps, could not be at all confident of 
) “\ suecess unless it were sure that it vould not be opposed by the so-called White 
St Army, with its 15,000 men recruited by tribal levies largely from an entirely 
different seetor of the population and more apt to be loyal to the House of Saud. 
The police, meitioned in the enclosed memorandum, are another potential obstacle to 


| be overcomes 
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On the other hand, a revolutionary group is favored by other circumstances, 


The smuggling of ammunition into this country should not be difficult. Air= 
dromes, radio stations, and other communications centers could probably be cap= 
tured easily by small forces. According to the enclosed report, the would=be 
rebels have hopes of help from Egypt; and I should think that such hopes would 
be well founded if the rebels could convince the necessary U.ARu elements of 
their seriousness and potential effectiveness. Help might also come from Iraqe 
But the most favorable circumstance of all is the current fairly general. 
psychology of apprehension about the future of the present regime in this 
country. As the Department knows, the King is being pressed severely to under= 
take political reform. The Crown Prince is perhaps equally conscious of the 
need to secure the future interests of the Royal Family. At the moment, the 
means of doing so are in dispute; and the resulting deadlock, temporary 4s it 
may be, has served not only to postpone action but also to foster hopes among 
merchants and other non-royal. elements of getting "out from under." 


Lt. Col. Hazim Sulaiman’s group may be the same that approached Mohammad 
ALIREZA eight or ten weeks agos according to the Air Attache of this Bnbassy, 
and were advised by Alireza to withhold action for the time being and give 
King SAUD a chance to put into effect, within two months, the political reforms - 
which Alireza had in mind. The group mentioned by the latter claimed considerable 
strength and civilian support in both the Hejaz and the Eastern Province as well 
as support from military officers in Iraqs 


Donald Ra. Heath 
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Following from Usually reliable Source, 14 dun 60s | 


1. On 25 May 60, Lt Col HAZIM SULAIMAN, Commander, Experimental. Battle Group, 
Taif, stated that he had returned, on 23 May 60, from a six day visit to Riyadh 
where he had sought to obtain new equipment for his vnit from General TASSAN and 
MODA. In discussing current U.Se Presidential race, HAZIM asked how an orderly 
: transfer of power fran incumbent to elect was made, HAZIM then in conversation 
advised as follows: 


a, The Council of Ministers are at odds with each other and each is 
operating independent of the otherse 


De THe Hejaz, with only one member on the present council is not properly 
representede 


ce, HAZIM is considered the military leader of the Hejaze 
do There will soon be trouble in Sawii Arabiae 


es Saudi Arabia is divided into three distinct political and geographical. 
regions as fallowss 


1. Dhahran, where the wealth is, and which is well organized to 
resia@ishangee 


2. Riyadh, where the feels are that rule the country. 


3, Taif-Jiddah, where the people are bitter against the present rule 
but are a questionable lot insofar as to the degree of resistance that 
could be expected from them to any change in the present government. 


£. If a revolt were to start in the TaifedJiddah area, it would spread to 
Dhahran. Jiddah would be taken, especially the airport since, although the 
Royal Saudi Air Force would present no problem, the American TWA contract pilots 
with the @eudi Airlines might fly in Tribal Chiefs and Government Officials with 
money from Riyadh to buy off the Hejaz‘revolte 


Ze It is believed in Saudi cireles that President EISENHOWER has agecretly 
agreed to assist King SAUD in any manner to retain his throne. HAZIM would like 
very much to Imow if this is true. 


he if the present goverment is deposed, it WLLL be replaced with a 
"Republic," and will not be under the UAR since a union with the UAR would cxuly 
serve to "Drain us of what oil wealth we havee" 
I 


i.e In the event of a change in government, Arabia needs the assistance of 
the United States and ARAMCO to progresse 'They" are afraid ARAMCO might give 
the King money to help him stay in power, especially if there exists an agreement 
between the King and President EISENHOWER. (Here HAZIM sought advice as to how the 
United States and ARAMCO might be expected to react to a revolution. ) 
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| J. About sixty percent of the Saudi Officers are from the Hejaz but | 
unfortunately too many of them are jn the Tobuk Area where communications and 
movement is very bad. 


k. Prince FAHD, Minister of Defense and Aviation, is one of the many 
civilians in the army making all the important decisions. Efforts are being 
made to renove these civilians but the movement is meeting strong resistance. 


2, Oni Jun 60, HAZIM, in conversations advised as follows: 


ao Regretable, he does not expect trouble soon from the King-Crowm Prince 
rift. 


b, In the event of trouble between the King and Crown Prince, the army 
would side with the King. FAISAL, as Minister of Interior, controls the police 
force. The King controls the army. In the absence of the Royal Guard from 
Riyadh, the police might attempt to take Riyadh. It 4s understood that both 
parties have agreed not to use the army in their dispute. 


ce. General TASSAN, a powerful figure in Arabia, is a coward, but still a 
good friend of HAZIM, If TASSAN would help HAZIM only a little, HAZIM-could 
"do lots of things." HAZIM hag discussed these matters with TASSAN and received 
favorable comment, but TASSAN is too weak toward money and too susceptible to 
pribe to assiste 


do As regards a revolt, "We" need ammunition, particularly small arms 
amunition, Egypt has been approached and has advised that if a revolution 
starts in Arabia and progresses for two weeks, assistance would be forthcoming. 
Help will cane from Egypte Tt will not be official or easy. "We" are afraid 
to contact the United States for ammunition as the Ambassador in Jiddah would 
report us, as would any western country, so Egypt is the only one we can turn too 


e, The next shipment of training ammunition received by HAZIM will be used 
to train his men. The second shipment will be used otherwise and by then "We 
also hope" to have another source of ammunition. 


HAZIM, 4n the closing phase of this conversation, again sought advice as to 
how the United States and ARAMCO might react in the event of a revolt against 
the King. He stated, "Look here, we cannot do anything in the future without your 
assistance. We must have the assistance of the United States in such fields as 
business, agriculture, seience and many others. 


COMMENT: Strong indications some plan being formulated among the more progressive 
military leaders to attempt to overthrow current Saudi goverrment, It is not 
believed that HAZIM is the head of this group but that he is well accepted and has 
much influence. HAZIM is reportedly one of the best qualified officers in the 
Saudi Armye He has made much progress with his battle group and consistently has. 
transferred officers from his group that he terms "Deadwood." Egypt, although 
willing to help in a Saudi revolution, dees not want to be labled as having 

| initiated the actione 
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supsect: An Adherent of Prince Faisal Re ds Prince Tallal as tke Source of a Pro-Saud 
Article in the Beirut Press and Comments on the Partisans of both King Saud and ;,54-2, 


Prince Faisal. == 


Herewith are a memorandum of a conversation with Ahmed JABBAR on the above 
subject and a translation of the article by Said FREIHA which appeared in Al Anwar, 
Beirut, on June 5, 1960 under the heading, "These are the Facts on the Situation | 


in Saudi Arabia." on) 
G3 
The AL Anwar article, which is understood to have been rather widely used as “i 

the basis for stories by other foreign correspondents, purports to describe the . 


current opposition of the so-called Free Princes to Crown Prince FAISAL, The article} 
is regarded by Jabbar as largely factual with regard to the sequence of events 

described but otherwise propaganda for King SAUD; and Jabbar goes on to identify 5 
some of the sources of support for the King and the Crown Prince, respectively, and ¢)} 
to state why he thinks that Princes TALLAL, SULTAN, and NAWWAF and others have 1 
veered over to the King's side. i 


In my view, it is unlikely that Tallal et al are motivated by an appetite for {) 
moneys Tallal, for example, is one of the very wealthiest princes already and can 9) 
hardly expect that withdrawing his support from Faisal will make him more SOs 
Moreover, I have been told authoritatively that he has been taking steps recently 
to reduce his financial obligations. If Faisal warned him to do so, it seems that 
he is taking the warning seriously and thus not opposing Faisal on that grounde 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION | 


American Embassy, 
Jidda, June 21, 1960. 


PARTICIPANTS: Shaikh Ahmed Abdel Jabbar, Deputy Chief, Crown Prince Faisal's Diwan 
Isa K. Sabbagh, PAO, Bnbassy 


PLACE: Shaikh Ahmed's residence 


DATE: Monday, June 20, 1960, 6:30 P.M. 


The PAO noticed an issue of Al Anwar newspaper of Beirut placed on the coffee 
table. The glaring headline caught his eye and he asked Shaikh AHMED what it was 
all about. That particular issue was No. 243 of Sunday, June 5, 1960. The heading 
was, "These are the Facts on the Situation in Saudi Arabia." The author is 
Mr. Said FREIHA who is proprietor and chief editor of said newspaper and who 
described his full-page article as a "serious journalistic investigation." (The 
text of the article, translated into English, is attached hereto.) 


Shaikh Ahmed's comments on the specific narrative of the article were: 


1. Nobody but Prince TALLAL could have given the information to Said 
Freiha, who happens to be his friend who was in the habit of receiving cash 
donations from the Prince as well as from King SAUD through the Saudi Anbas~ 
ssador in Beirut. 


2, The chronological sequence of events as appearing in the article are 
almost 100% correct. "That's why I suspect Prince Tallal of having provided 
the information," said Jabbar. 


3. The comments and interpretations presented by Mr. Freiha are distor= 
tions aimed at singing the King's praises. 


In further elaboration Shaikh Ahmed mentioned that while King Saud is always 
alert to the possibilities of making his side of the story known, Prince Faisal 
has hereto been very reticent. "This is one thing I don't agree with and I can't 
understand," Jabbar opined. Shaikh Ahmed maintained that it should be made known 
that the rounds between the King and Faisal are apt to be resumed and that quite 
a number of people, in addition to small princes, are fishing in these muddied 
waters between the King and his brother. Shaikh Ahmed mentioned, as the three 
chief villians: (1) Shaikh Mohamed ALIREZA, (2) Ex-Finance Minister Mohamed Surur 
SABBAN, and (3) Shaikh Ibrahim SULEIMAN, who at one time was Crown Prince Faisal's 
Chief of Diwan and whose Last official post was Saudi Ambassador to Cairo. The 
motives which Shaikh Ahmed ascribed to these three political fishermen were lumped 
together as greed for money and power, both of which these gentlemen allegedly 
lost in great measure as a result of Faisal's take~over. 
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The PAO took his courage into his own hands and tossed it at Shaikh Ahmed 
with the following question: ‘Where exactly do both contenders, the King and. 
Prince Faisal, derive their power from?" To this Shaikh Ahmed, after a moment 's 
silence, replied, "The King is both power-mad and naive. He thinks his power 
stems from the following major sources: 


1. The presence of two of his sons in key military positions, namely 
Prince FAHAD bin Saud as Minister of Defense, and Prince KHALID bin Saud as 
Chief of the National Guard. 


2. The King's advisors, particularly Jamal HUSSEINI, Shaikh Yusuf 
YSIN (called Y.¥.) and Abdul Aziz Bin MUA'AMAR. Shaikh Ahmed said at this 
point that the King trusts Jamal Husseini blindly, gets some amusement out 
of Y.¥. and uses Abdul Aziz Bin Mua'tamar to indicate his, i.e. the King's, 
‘tprogressiveness." 


3. Bribes to the tribes. Shaikh Ahmed pointed out that the King has, 
specially recently, been noticeably active in his donations to the tribal 
chiefs whom he constantly visits or receives. 


4h. Aramco. At this juncture Ahmed had it as his opinion that the King 
seemed to be under the impression that Aramco is ever ready to do his bidding 
and that if Aramco were asked to take sides it would back up the King and 
his cause. 


As to Prince Faisal, Shaikh Ahmed said: 


1. That the Crown Prince derived his power more from outside than 
inside. By this he meant, as he explained, that Faisal is confident of 
his prestige and standing in the outside world in ever-widening concentric 
circles: (a) the immediate circle of the Arab world, (b) the wider circle 
of the Moslem world, and (c) the world at large. 


2, It is not true that the cash donations to the tribes have been 
stopped by Prince Faisal upon his take-over. "Prince Faisal, too, has a 
few friends among the tribal chiefs. Why, his own maternal uncles come from 
the AAl al-Shaikh tribe." . 


3. Not withstanding the gripes and complaints of the commercial and 
business circles in Saudi Arabia against the economic and financial reforms 
carried out by Faisal, the Crown Prince firmly believes that there are 
enough intelligent, public-spirited and dedicated persons from those circles 
who are beginning to realize that the stringent measures adopted will 
ultimately result in the general good of the people. 


Jabbar explained his own personal regret, in a way, at the fact that Prince 


Faisal either does not have at his disposal or does not use what he has by way of 
money to win over to his side fence~sitting princes whom the King has managed 


to attract. . | 
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Such princes as Tallal, Sultan and Nawwaf, who in the past were inclined 
rationally to take Faisal's side, have now veered over to the King's proximity 
for a simple reason—the King satisfies both their ego and their cash appetites, 
whereas Faisal has had to threaten them and all the other princes that unless they 
paid up their debts out of their own money, such debts would be deducted from 
their allowancese 


| 
| 
| 
From Amembassy JIDDA __ | 
| 


Another piece of news which Shaikh Ahmed conveyed to the PAO was that negotia~ 
tions between the two sides are still going on with a view to agreeing on having 
Prince Khalid bin Abdul Aziz act as Prime Minister in Prince Faisal's absence if 
and when the latter has to travel outside Saudi Arabia. 
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TRANSLATION | 
Al Anwar, June 5, 1960, page 3. 


THESE ARE THE FACTS ON THE SITUATION IN SAUDI ARABIA 


The Free Princes Demand a Legislative Council Chosen by the 
People. King Saud Approves the Demand and Other Reforms. 


By: Said Freiha 


It is all over and Prince Faisal is relinquishing his powers. King Saud 
decided that with the support of the free princess They all see in Faisal's 
departure a necessity from the point of view of his health and a necessity 
demanded by the economy of the country, in addition to other necessities connected 
with the basic premises on which the present regime stands and the interests of 
the ruling dynasty. 


Prince Faisal took over the premiership and his other powers from His Majesty 
the King at a time when everyone thought that the situation would improve in the 
Kingdom inasmuch as it would progress economically from the point of view of 
harmony with the national feeling under the leadership of Faisal as premier and 
acting in accordance with the other powers conferred on him. 


Isolationism 


What happened is that the Kingdom isolated itself from the rest of the Arab 
world under Faisal, and it was not in step with events, and it did not take a 
single step towards rapprochment and alliance with the UAR or any other country. 
Prince Faisal refused, after he had taken over the premiership a few months, to 
congratulate President Jamal Abdel Nasser on the occasion of the anniversary of 
the revolution July 25 and when he was asked about the reason, he answered that 
congratulations were sent by heads of state and he (Faisal) was not a head of 
statee 


Economic Collapse 


This from the point of view of Arab policy. As for internal policy, His 
Highness froze the existing financial situation in the country. He stopped 
imports; he refused to pay debts and other obligations of the Treasury; he stopped 
projects; he did all that to prove that he is economizing and not squandering. The 
result was that the economy of the Kingdom was affected adversely in a way unknown 
before. The financial situation of shopkeepers and businessmen became insecure 
and the dollar disappeared from the markets and things became worse recently, and 
one of the biggest banks in the Kingdom stopped payments. 


Reforms 


The Free Princes--and they are some of the best sons of King Abdul Aziz—had 
stood by their brother, Prince Faisal, from the beginning, bolstering his regime 
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ane expecting reforms at his hands. They used to tell him the Saudi people who 

are and always were loyal to the Saudi dynasty, must feel that we love them and we 
want the best for them and we, the sons of Abdul Aziz, must realize that we have 
duties towards them and we should not let them remain in poverty and ignorance, 
but we should try to raise their educational and living standards and give them a 
good life. This could only be achieved through a wide program of reform aimed at 
what is best for our country and our dynasty. 


Prince Faisal promised the Free Princes to carry out ‘the reforms they asked 
for but they waited long without seeing any results, and days were passing but 
His Highness stood still without making any reforms or doing anything that pointed | 
towards a hope of reform. The Free Princes often tried to convince him of the 
necessity of listening to their demands for reform and of working to achieve them 
before it was too late. He did not listen or give any weight to his brothers! 
demands, a fact which caused them to abandon him and go to His Majesty the King 
with the request that he sponsor their reform program and take back the powers 
which he had given Prince Faisal and start a new regime on a new basis. 


His Majesty agreed, especially after what he had seen of Faisal and Faisal's 
regime. For example, at one time he instituted a strict censorship on the King's 
mail and cables, so much so that His Majesty was forced at times to establish 
conmunication with the exterior through Kuwait. 


The Beginning of Conflict 


Conflict arose when Prince Faisal wanted to travel abroad for medical treat— 
ment. Because he appointed Prince Fahad ibn Abdul Aziz his deputy on condition 
that his functions would be presiding over the cabinet and he appointed Amir 
Mussaid ibn Abdul Rahman administrative deputy to carry on government business. 


In other words, he appointed two deputies, one for presiding over cabinet 
meetings and the other to administer other affairs in lieu of the prime minister— 
ship, and this is something novell 


Furthermore, who is the real deputy to Prince Faisal? Is it Prince Fahad 
ibn Abdul Aziz who presides over cabinet meetings or is it Prince Mussaid ibnAbdul 
Rahman who actually administers affairs of state? This only Prince Faisal knew} 


The King Refuses 


The important thing is that Prince Faisal issued a decree embodying these ! 
appointments and sent it to His Majesty the King for signature. i 


His Majesty refused to sign the decree. 
He said that Prince Faisal was his deputy and the deputy of the King has no 
right to appoint his (Faisal's) deputies. 


He added that it is the King's right to administer the affairs of state and 
that Prince Fahad should be content to preside over cabinet meetings. 
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Prince Faisal refused to accept this argument and insisted that he have two | 
deputies and that the King should be isolated from the cabinet during his 
(Faisal's) absence. 


The King said, "No." 


The dispute became worse and a meeting of the sons of Abdul Aziz was called 
and about 12 princes attended the meeting, among them the Free Princes. 


The Storm 


The meeting was held in Prince Fahad ibn Abdul Aziz' house. He was the 
originator of the idea. 


After reviewing the situation Prince Fahad asked for a solution to the crisis 
arising between Saud and Faisal. 


Then he proposed a solution, to wit: sending a letter to King Saud signed by 
the princes present at the meeting in which they (the princes) would request the 
King to approve the steps taken by Prince Faisal, namely, appointing Prince Fahad 
and Mussaid as deputies. 


The Free Princes said: "Before we take a stand on the matter, we should first 
know His Majesty's point of view with regard to his differences with Faisal." 
But the other faction of princes, headed by Prince Fahad, said: "The King wants 
to take over the powers during Faisal's absence, and this should not bee" 


And the Free Princes answered: "Also, it should not be that Faisal appoint 
two deputies with conflicting powerSeee" 


"Qn the contrary, it should be so." 

"No, it should not be." 

The conflict deepened and the storm brewede 

The Free Princes were saying the appointment of two deputies to Prince Faisal 
was contrary to logic. It was illogical to have the executive powers divided 
between two persons, and therefore Prince Faisal should be content to appoint one 
deputy. Were he to do so, they would request the King to approve the move. 

But the other faction of princes, the pro-Faisal faction, insisted on the 
necessity of appointing two deputies and on sending a letter to the King signed 
by all those presente 

Talks Develop 


The storm continued and discussions developed. The Free Princes told their 


brothers: 
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| "Before we can discuss sending a letter to the King about a secondary issue, | | 
we whould first discuss the state of affairs in the Kingdom and the bad economic | 


situation in which the country finds itself. And do not forget that there is a 
program of reform which you previously approved at a prior meeting." 


The pro-Faisal princes answered as follows: | 


Yes, we have previously approved and signed a reform program but the differ- 
ences between the King and Prince Faisal are what made us give up and lose interest." 


And the Free Princes answered: 

"The differences between the King and Faisal should not make us hopeless and 
uninterested but should prompt us to insist on reforms, and we are ready right now 
to formulate a new reform program and to take it to the King and Prince Faisal and 
ask that it be implemented; and if they refuse then we should consider the matter 
further." 

The other faction answered: | 


Formulating such a program takes time. Right now we should write a letter in 
which we ask the King to approve the appointments." 


The Free Princes said: 


"On the contrary, formulating a reform program is a far easier matter now 
since we have already drawn the broad outlines of such a program." 


The Legislative Council 


The pro-Faisal faction inquired about the broad outlines and the Free Princes 
answered: 


'foremost among these is the formation of a Legislative Council in which the 
people participate and which administers the affairs of state." 


The pro-Faisal faction cried out: 


"No, no, we do not approve any such council because its formation would | 
constitute a catastrophe befalling our dynasty and it is not beyond contemplation 
that such a council might call for abolishment of the monarchy in favor of a 
republican system." 

The Free Princes answered: 


\ 
"That is.not so. The existence of a legislative council would strengthen the | 
monarchy and protect our dynasty." 

i 


he sums set aside for members of the dynasty, would you approve such a demand 


| 
| 


The pro-Faisal faction: "Suppose that such a council demanded abolition of 
c val | 
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The Free Princes answered: 


"TP the council finds that our dynasty is working for the common weal, it will 
support us and will not abolish any sums set aside for the princes or the King; 
but if it sees that the situation is the reverse, the council may not do anything 
but the people no doubt will take some steps, and the developing consciousness of 
the people will take some steps, and then we might turn around and find that we 
have no kingdom and no dynasty." 


We Do Not Support Anybody 
The pro-Faisal faction said: 


"Do we understand from these discussions that you do not support Faisal's 
remaining in power and that you want the King to take back the powers he conferred 
on Faisal?" 


The Free Princes: 


"The fact of the matter is we have lost all faith in Faisal and his desire to 
institute any reforms and therefore we have decided to withdraw our support from 
him but that does not mean that we support the King's person or any other persone 
It means we are ready to support whoever sponsors our demands for reform and works 
towards implementing what we think is in the people's interest and in the dynasty's 
interest." 


Back To Where We Started 


At this point the discussion took a violent turn and some counseled that the 
meeting should be adjourned for refreshments with the hope of clearingthe atmos~ 
phere in the interim. 


The Free Princes accordingly left the house and entered the garden. When 
they were asked to return they were confronted with a letter which, when it was 
read to them, contained a request to the King asking him to approve the appointment 
of two deputies to Prince Faisal during his absence. 


Retreat 
After the letter was read, the Free Princes were asked to sign it. They 
rebelled and refused when it became clear to them that the basic reason behind the 
invitations extended to them to attend the meeting was not to discuss reform and 
to pull the country out of the economic and social morass into which it had fallen, 
but to gain their support for Prince Faisal in his wish to appoint two deputies. 


The storm instantly increased in violence and the Free Princes withdrew to 
formulate a new plane 
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[ | With The King | 


Their plan was to esk the King whether he would agree to sponsor their new 
demands and when they asked him, he agreed and said he was ready to do all that is 
in the common weal and in the interests of the dynasty and that he was very happy 
to see his brothers, the Free Princes, in his camp and to see them share with him | 
the work with resolution and power and loyalty. 


A Bloodless Coup | 


Al Anwar can say with assurance that Saudi Arabia is on the threshhold of a 
coup which His Majesty the King and the Free Princes are trying their utmost to 
keep bloodless. The coup aims at the resignation of Prince Faisal and the 
resumption of his powers by the King; the heading of the cabinet by the King 
within a new framework; elections to be participated in by the Saudi people with 
the aim of forming a legislative council in which the fuling dynasty would be 
represented and which would be the stepping stone towards building a new future 
for the Saudi Kingdon. 


King Faisal, (sic) 


Prince Faisal had decided to take his trip after issuing his decree in which 
Prince Fahad and Prince Mussaid would have been appointed his deputies. When 
things took the unexpected turn he postponed his trip until after the pilgrimage 
seasone 


Special despatches arriving from Saudi Arabia say His Highness might forego 
his trip to face the situation and may go on his trip after announcing his 
resignation as premier and Crown Prince. 


Whatever happens, King Saud, supported by the Free Princes who rebel against 
the status quo in the kingdom, has decided that the coup would be bloodless as 
far as he is concerned. 
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Mohamed Alireza in conversation with Attache 23 June reported 
pamphlets had been distributed that morning addressed to the 
Liberal Prince's (Tallal group) advising them to encourage 
King initiate reform program with Parliament. Pamphlets carried 
vicious denunciation of opportunistic Yusef Yasin, Jamal Bey 
Hussein, and clearly identified Faisal supporters such as 
E38 Prince Fahad Ibn Abdul Aziz. -- Number of pamphlets and recipients 
unknown. Copy seen by Attache in Alirezas office in possession 
of Muymmer ‘(repeat Muamme) (King's councillor). Alirezas opimio 
Tallal may have written pamphlet as part of effort ta force 
Faisal resignation by indirect: harassment. Pamphlet signed 
Liberal Youth of Saudi Arabia. Embassy officer's unaware existence 
such groups. 
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RMR Husni Haken, former Assistant Head of Amir Saud's Diwan Herein 5 
who was caught accepting a bribe, was sentenced on June 26 to ten years < 
imprisonment. At the present time, Hakem is in custody under guard ~ 
at the Dammam hospital, where he is ill with diabetes, In addition i 
to his ten-year sentence, the SR 10,000 bribe was confiscated and — Nn 
turned over to the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authoritye The Pakanstani ¢ 0) 
who attempted to bribe Haken was also sentenced to ten years imprisonment. O 
is reported in ConGen Airgram G=2 Jidda, G-3 SecState Washington, 
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USMIM, Jidda. Oy gee. 


te) La 
|. The following are brief notes of some of the unofficial wews expr ai by 
Colonel Mooney in talks with the undersigned and others at the ‘end of: May 1960 a 
the Enbassy in Jidda. I think that the Department will find them of interest, 
way of background, especially with respect to (a) problems encount sdb e Air 
Force Section of the U.S. Military Tmining Mission to Saudi Arabia a b) attitudesN 
found among Saudi military officers. Colonel Mooney had been in this country for @ 
about four months when he made these remarks. The Embassy finds them both credible 0) 
and a valuable complement to the findings of other observers. 


1. USMIM PERSONNEL 


Political indoctrination of USMIM personnel is important, and a certain capa- 
bility in the Arabic language is desirable. Officers and men are in daily contact 
with Saudis who take an interest in world affairs, expressed mostly in terms of 
relations between the Arab World and the United States. Some Saudis going to the 
United States for military training are troubled about the racial segregation 
problem and want to know about it or, when they return, are inclined to debate the 
problem with USMTM personnel. Others like to discuss the issues of the day; 
needling USMIM personnel, for example, about the "Cleopatra" case when it was a 
prominent item in the news. USMIM personnel must understand Saudi attitudes and 
something of the historical and environmental reasons for then. They must not 
lose patience with a different way of life. This is a continuous problem for the 
USMIM Section Chiefs. 


09¢-L/00°V 


The fifty officers and men now running the Air Force Section in Jidda on the 
basis of a one~year tour without families could be replaced by 30 officers and men, 
without loss of effectiveness, if 10 key personnel out of the 30 were assigned 
here for 2 years and allowed to have their families with them and if the remaining 
20 were assigned for one year without families. But the Saudis have not fulfilled 
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| 3. US MILITARY PRESENCE (MILITARY) 


Progress is being made in carrying out the training mission, but we are not 
building a real force. The Saudis are either unable or unwilling to have ones 
There are limited numbers of people who can be educated. Traditions of 1,000 years 
have to be overcome. The Minister of Defense is inadequate, and so is the delega- 
tion of authority. A problem involving one spare engine, for example, must be 
referred to the top level of authority in the Ministry of Defense. Moreover, it 
would seem that the Saudis wish to avoid having a compact, and possibly revolution- 
ary, military group. (In this comection, see item 8 below, ) 


There is no idle U.S. Air Force equipment in Saudi Arabia. The Saudis pur- 
chased the B-26's which are now idle. Junior Saudi officers considered them 
unsafe, (Note the lack of discipline in this regard: junior officers made the 
decision.) These aircraft were flowm only 50 hours. MIM-Program equipment is 
all in operation. 


4. DISCONTENT AMONG SAUDI OFFICERS 


Pay problems seem to form the basis of discontent among Saudi officers, Pay 
has been considered too low by some and has been in arrears sometimes. The method 
of payment is curious to say the least: a paymaster brings a sack of money to the 
pay desk on a specified day and pays those present on the basis of the oral claim 
of each, failing to pay people at the end of the line if the money runs out before 
their turn is reached and failing to pay those who are not present when the pay- 
master is there. Discontent seems to vary to the extent these pay problems affect 
a given unit. 


5. THE ROYAL SAUDI AIR FORCE 


The 19 Vampires have been flown (as of the end of May) only 54 hours since 
February. This squadron was formerly under Egyptian training supervision and is 
regarded as the top-notch organization in the RSAF, Its activities are "secret", 
and USAF personnel are keptavay from it. Actually, about all it does is a fly=by 
now and then for a visiting king or other V.I.P. The squadron suffers from the 
cannibalizing of aircraft, lack of trained mechanics, lack of budgeting and funds, 
lack of records, etc, The transport squadron is more efficient; and so are all 
organizations which benefit from MIM advice or training. 


. A recent order requires flying pay to be earned before it is paide Previously 
officers drew flying pay without flying, their attitude being that, once a man is 
trained, he knows how to fly and needs no practice. The new order, if enforced, 
may cause discontente 

6. ATTITUDE TOWARD EGYPTIANS 


Saudis don't want the Egyptians back here, Officers like Nasser's achievements 
in Egypt but don't want him running Saudi Arabia, as he does Syria. 
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7. CLAIM AGAINSE THE U.S. 


The deterioration of fuses for amunition purchased from the U.S. makes 
their replacement necessary. Although the fuses were expected to deteriorate 
within a certain time by the U.S. Military authorities, the Saudis claim that we 
sold them a defective product and should do the replacing at our expenses 


8 STRICT CONTROL OF SAUDI AMMUNITION 


Ammunition is issued only as required to the Saudi military forces and must 
be accounted for daily. 


9. THE WHITE ARMY 


The White Army does a better job than other Saudi outfits of taking care of 
their equipment. They have far greater capabilities than the Regular Army for 
logistics, etc. Perhaps this stems from their tradition of taking care of their 
camels before the days of motorization: ioéo the troops appreciate the need to 
maintain mobility in the vast deserts of this country. 


10. THE ROYAL GUARD 


The Royal Guard is fairly effective. Prince Bandur commands it am reports 
directly to the King. It has three pattalions, of which two are marching to Jidda 
for the King's visit here in June. The Royal Guard is separate from both the 
White Army and the Regular Army. 


11, GENERAL TASSAN'S TIFF WITH CROWN PRINCE FAISAL 

For two weeks after Saudi troops fired mercilessly on women and children in 
the Kendall party (a group of American tourists whose aircraft had landed near 
the coast of Saudi Arabia late in March) the Saudi Chief of Staff, General TASSAN, 
was "sick." Apparently he had a tiff with Crow Prince Faisal over the incident 
and was severely taken to task by the latter. 


Donald R. Heath 
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SUBJECT: Road Trip 


In February 1960 Second Secretary H. Earle Russell, Jrey made a 12-day trip by 
road to the Asir province in southwestern Saudi Arabia. The itinerary was Jidda ~ 
Taif - Bisha ~ Khamis al Mushayt - Abha ~ Khamis al Mushayt - Bisha ~ Turabah = Al < 
Khurmah ~ Taif - Jidda. The purpose of the trip was to familiarize himself with the 
area, Visit the USMIM installations in Taif, and call on the Amirs of the various 
towns through which he passed. He was accompanied by Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Vincent ™“ 
Barwood, a Canadian friend from Beirut, an Embassy mechanic, and two Saudi guides OO 
furnished by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The party used two landrovers and O 
during the 12 days travelled 1923 kilometers exclusive of town driving and side trips a 
which brought the total to 208 kilometers. Beyond Taif the route followed was little... 


more than a track worn by the continual passage of heavy trucks that followed the O 
terrain contours seeking the easiest passagee In difficult mountainous terrain only a 
one track existed; on broad plains there was often a choice of as many as fitty 
different tracks. Py 
The conclusions drawn from the trip were that: : : 


1) The development of the Asir depends above all upon (a) turning the present Oo 
system of tracks into a genuine highway system capable of sustaining heavy traffic 
and/or (b) constructing a serviceable road through the Tihama mountains to 

provide the Asir with a direct outlet to the Red Seae 


2) The potentiality of the Agir as the breadbasket of Saudi Arabia is somewhat 
exaggerated. (It should be noted; however, that the reporting officer was not 
able to visit the fertile lands of Bilad Ghamid which are reported to be far » 
more verdant and productive than the Abha area.) 

3) The Saudi Arabian Government keeps a firm hold on the remote areas of the © 
south through its selection of_Amirs. These men invariably come from the Nejd > 
or Riyadh and can be counted up/to be a royal family. 

“ h) Saudi Arabia outside of Jidda, Dhahran and Riyadh is still very primitive 
and backward despite the modernizing influence of the radio, airplane, t 1 
Iife today in places such as Turabah and, AL Khurmah: is not vastly differ 
from life there 50 years agoe oo a eS 


~ Te 
| 5). Travel by foreigners in the interior of Saudi Arabia is impractical a me 
n@is 


impossible without Saudi government guides. Their knowledge of the la 
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useful, but not absolutely essential to keep from getting lost. They are 
essential, however, in dealings with the local Saudi authorities and can 
prevent incalculable delays to say nothing of outright refusals to permit 
visiting and photographing certain arease 


6) A thorough visit of this area would require a minimum of three weeks and 
roughly the following itinerary: Jidda - Taif - Zefir (Bilad Ghamid) - Bisha - 
Khamis al Mushayt - Abha - Khamis al Mushayt - Zahran - Khamis al Mushayt - 
Tathlith - Najran - Tathlith - Bisha - Ranya - Al Khurmah ~ Turabah - Taif - 
Jidda. Given the use of Dodge power wagons instead of landrovers, more cross 
country driving and less back tracking might be possible. 


| Donald Re Heath 
i 


Enclosures: 
1. Informal Account of the Trip 
2, Notes on Personalities and Places 


30 Itinerary and Road Report 
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Informal Account of the Tri | 


On the basis of the experience of Mr. Willie Stephen, Counselor of the German 
Embassy, who suffered innumerable delays in organizing a similar trip in 1959, I 
approached the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs early in January 1960 with an 
official Embassy note stating the purpose of my proposed trip and requesting the 
services of a guide. No one raised any objections, some evinced interest in the 
trip, but none showed any desire to participate in such a venturee 


On February 1h, the day before I had scheduled my departure I still had no 
reply from the Ministry of Foreign Afrairs, ana I fully expected to have to cancel 
or postpone the trip indefinitely. The following morning I was notified that not 
one but two guides were ready and waiting to meet me. Mohammed bin Said and Atid 
bin Humaid turned out to be tearsome~looking, pistol~packing members of Prince 
Faisalts household who had been in the service of the Crown Prince since their 
childhood. Mohammed, the senior of the two, had acted as a guide for George 
Twitchell in his extensive travels throughout Arabia some ten years agoo 


After a brief meeting at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, my two guides came 
out to inspect our vehicles and equipment and make a few useful suggestions such 
as to bring along buckets and ropes for use on deep water wells. It was apparent 
from their remarks that they were accustomed to travelling in greater style than 
that afforded by two landrovers and with an accompanying bevy of domestic helps 
They nevertheless rapidly accommodated themselves to the idea of a more rough and 
ready trip, and dropped off two mammoth tin trunks that contained all of their 
clothes, two large burlap sacks containing food and cooking utensils, and two 
rolled rugs full of bedding. It seemed that the guides had more personal. accout?t- 
erments than the rest of the party combined. 


Barly the morning of our departure on February 14, Mohammed and Alid appeared 
garbed in gray travelling thobs and armed with rifles in addition to the ever 
present pistols slung from long black shoulder straps. They quickly dispelled 
the misgivings I had had about trying to bring along my own ©375 Winchester on 
the chance that I might be able to get a shot at a gazelle, when they asked 
whether I did not intend to bring along a rifle of my own in the tone of a man 
inquiring whether I did not intend to wear coat and tie to a formal party. The 
initial loading of vehicles for any extended trip is always experimental and time 
consuming So it was 9:15 ae me before we were rolling out of Jidda on the Mecca 
road, the two guides and myself in the first landrover and the mechanic, Aileen 
Barwood, and Bea in the seconde 


Mohammed and Atid showed their worth at the first checkpoint outside of 
Jidda where I had often wasted much time explaining who I was, where I was going 
and why. Mohammed succinctly told the man on duty that our party was from the 
American Embassy and had the personal blessing of Prince Faisal and we were off} 
no papers were requested, volunteered or shown. This encounter was typical of 
others throughout the tripe In addition to clearing our group through checkpoints, 
most of which appeared to be along the more heavily travelled J idda-Taif road, 
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Mohanmed acted as protocol emmissary and go~between with all of the Amirs along | 
the route. He seemed to know them all personally and to be known and respected 
by thermo 


The trip from Jidda to Taif was uneventful. Our guides again showed their 
value as cross country navigators on the circuitous 66 kilometer detour around 
Mecca. We made three brief stops along the way: 1) for picnic lunch, 2) a tea 
stop at a roadside coffee shop in Sayl al Kabir where our guides had friends, and 
3) a prayer stop for the guides at Sayl al Saghire 


At Taif Lte Col. William Whitehorne, Commander of the United States Military 
Training Mission Taif Detachment, very kindly arranged billets and mess facilities 
for use We spent one full day in Taif which I spent visiting the USMTM install- 
ations, being briefed, calling upon Amir Abdul Aziz bin Mulammar, Amir of Taif, 
and Lt. Cole Tahir Yusuf, Acting Commander of the Taif military district in the 
absence of General Asaf. We also drove to the top of the escarpment that separates 
Taif from the coastal plains. Here we saw the work being done on the new Mecca~ 
Taif road which is completed except for a few kilometers -:that have to be carved 
out of the rock face of the escarpment. From this point which is at an -elevation 
of about 6500 feet it is possible to see Jidda on.a clear daye 


We left Taif February 19, drove all day and camped out that night The 
pattern established that day was the one we followed the rest of the trip: up 
before sunrise; orange juice and coftee; breaking of camp about 7230 deme; driving 
until about noon with occasional bird shooting forays by the guides; one. hour off 
for picnie lunch and rest; driving on until 4230 or 5:00 pert with a break for 
prayers for the guides at about 3:00 pome; setting up of camp and cooking of suppere 
Camp consisted of a tarpaulin stretched between the two landrovers, army cots, and 
a folding table. We cooked with primusese Our guides preferred to set up their 
own camp a few yards from ours and do their own cooking. After our dinner in the 
evening it became the established ritual to call on them and drink tea and coffee 
before going to beds 


February 20 we reached Bisha in the late afternoon, having suffered one 
puncture enroute from a rock cut. Since I was anxious to travel as far south as 
possible in the time available to us, I sent word to the Amir of Bisha by Mohammed 
that we would call on him on the way back. After replenishing our supply of 
gasoline and water we drove a few kilometers south of Bisha and made campe The 
terrain in this area was like the African bushveld and should have been teaming 
with game. According to our guides it was well populated with gazelles ten years 
ago, but royal hunting parties have taken their toll and the country is now 
stripped of game. Tven night birds, rodents and jackals which are commonly heard 
in Africa were absent. Nothing broke the absolute still of the night. This was 
not peculiar to this particular locality; we found it true throughout most the 
tripe 


It required over a day's driving to reach Abha from Bishae On the way we 
found use for our ten meter ropes to haul water from the deep permanent wells of 


ar Sarrar and Bir Bourjanniya. At the latter well groups of bedowin clustered 
ound watering their camels, sheep and goatse The arrival of our caravan elicited 
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slack-clad Mrse Barwood was female or male. About the time a decision had been 
reached that she was a bona fide female, Bea appeared from the landrover where she 
had fallen asleep. One of the bedouin women was heard to comment: "Ohy here comes” 
his second wife." 


considerable interest, and some of the onlookers had ditficulty deciding whether 


The first really permanent habitation we saw after leaving Bisha was just be- 
yond Wadi Hashbah, some 190 kilometers south of Bishae Green fields of millet and 
rows of two and three story mud buildings stretched along the edges of the wadi. 
This glimpse of human habitation was soon replaced by ragged wild mountains in 
which we passed one bitterly cold night at an altitude of over 7000 feeto 


Khamis al Mushayt on Wadi Bisha is the first large town south of Bisha. Com= 
ing from the barren mountains to the north it presented a great contrast with its 
broad expanse of green fields paralleling the wadi bed and its slightly pyramidal~ 
shaped buildings that are reminiscent of Aztec architecturee Khamis is an impor- 
tant truck junction for the traffic going east to Abha and south to Zahran near 
the Yemeni bordero 


Between Khamis and Abha we saw increasing signs of human habitation to say 
nothing of large bands of baboons roaming the rocky mountain sides. Nearly all 
of the valley bottoms were cultivatea and much terracing had been engineered. 
Nevertheless the degree of cultivation and amount of visible greenery was consid- 
erably less than I had been given to expect by various Saudi friends who had dis- 
cussed the Asir with me, but who admittedly had not visited the area. 


Immediately upon our arrival in Abha at 10:00 aeme on February 225 I called 
on the Amir Turki bin Mohammad bin Mahdi, explained our presence and requested 
permission to visit Abha and its environse The Amir acceded to this request with 
good grace, assigned a trusted henchman to guide us around the town, and indicated 
that we should return to his residence for lunch at 1:00 pete We criss-crossed 
the town with our guide, visited the wadi that supplies much of the town with 
water, the souk, the water wells and climbed a mountain overlooking Abha on one 
side and the Tihama watershed on the othere 


The town of Abha is situated in a bowl at an altitude of about 6500 feete 
The surrounding peaks rise to 8300 feet. though the mountains from Khamis al~ 
Mushayt to Abha are regular in contour, the terrain changes abruptly two or three 
miles west of the town at the point where the Tihama watershed begins. [From here 
the land drops toward the coast in a series of incredibly steep and jagged 
precipitate mountainss 


Most of the buildings in the town are two and three stories high, and the 
architecture as in Khamis al Mushayt is Aztec in appearance. The walls of most 
buildings are wider at the base than at the tops giving them a slightly pyramidal 
aspect. In addition the outside walls are lined with parallel rows of protruding 
flat stones that are artistic rather than functional. Two old Turkish forts 
dominate the town from nearby hilltops. These military installations are 
currently occupied and are off limits to visitors. Remarks by our guide indicated 

nat they were very lightly garrisoned, one of them having an occupying complement | 
f only seven mene 
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| Although the town has plenty of water, and green fields border the town on 
every side there are scarcely any trees. The adjacent mountain sides are completel 


bare of vegetation. 


After our tour of Abha we returned to the residence of the Amir and after a 
brief wait were ushered inlto lunch The Amir, as is often the custom with Arab 
hosts, did not join us but hovered around outside the dining hall. The meal was 
served western style with normal cutlery. 


After lunch the male members of our party had coffee and a chat with the Amir 
while Bea and Mrs. Barwood called on the Amirae We were in the midst of saying 
our goodbyes when a sudden shower of rain cameo We hastened our departure to avoid 
being caught on the steep clay grades outside of Abha after they had been turned 
to slippery mud. Fortunately the rain was local and we drove out of it a few miles 
east of Abhao 


Although I had hoped to push on to Zahran near the Yemen border, we had only 
one day remaining before it would be necessary to turn around and start back to 
assure a return to Jidda on February 28 The Amir of Abha had estimated two days 
to make the trip to Zahran and it had been my experience that most such estimates 
are inclined to be conservative. Moreover, there was rain in the mountains in the 
direction of Zahran. We decided therefore to return to Bisha and vary the return 
journey by looping east to Ranya, Al Khurma, and Turabah on the way back to Taife 


The trip back to Bisha was uneventfule We reached the town at 9:45 aeme 
February 2lj Bisha is situated on a flat plain bordering the Wadi Bisha. It is a 
mud town bordered by green fields of wheat, millet and date palms. As in Abna 
our first call was on the Amir, Abdul Rahman bin Muwanit. He received us briefly 
in his morning business majlis and then ushered us to the guest quarters in the 
rear of the old crenclated mud palace in which he lived, ré ter drinking coffee, 
fruit juice and eating some biscuits and fruit we sallied Jon a tour of the tow 
again in the company of one of the Amir's mene In the course of the morning we 
visited the souk, adjacent cultivated areas, the new hospital staffed by Egyptians, 
and Bea and Mrs. Barwood briefly attended a wedding celebration. At 1:00 perme we 
returned to the Amir's palace for lunch. Amir Abdul Rahman treated us to a 
regular Arab meal of sheep and rice served on a mat on the floor. The only con- 
cession to western eating habits were the spoons available for those who found 
the rice difficult to manage. After lunch and during coffee Bea and Mrs. Barwood 
called on one of the Amir's wivese 


We left Bisha about 2:15 pom crossed Wadi Bisha and found a marker indicating 
the trail fork leading to Ranya. We took this fork and drove on somewhat con= 
fused by the multiplicity of tracks going off in various directions. It was not 
until we had driven some 0 kms and the terrain seemed familiar that we discovered 
that we were still on the trail back to Taif. Rather than waste time backtracking 
I decided to push ahead to another trail fork several kilometers north that leads 
off to Turabah and al Khurmah. In this way we would miss only the town of Ranyae 


We reached the Turabah fork early the next morning and spent the morning and 
learty part of the afternoon crawling across a rolling plateau of black lava rocks. 
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shorety atter we left the lava plateau we lost the trail and wandered kilometers | 
into what appeared to be an area of increasingly deep sand. We packtracked, cast 
about, and were relieved to find the proper trail. This area seemed to have suf- 
fered from extreme drought because dessicated camel carcasses dotted the routes 

We continued without incident to Turabah, the oasis town that was the site of the 
pattle in 1925 in which the forces of King Abdul Aziz defeated the army of Sharif 
Hussein and opened the way to the occupation of the Hejaz. Remants of the Sharifts 
old mud fort are still visible and certain nearby hillsides are dotted with graveSe 
Casualties in this battle are estimated at 5,000 though local inhabitants claim 
25,000 of the Sharif's men were slaughterede 


Our stay in Turabah was brief. While we replenished our supplies of gasoline 
and water Mohammed arranged for us to call on the Amir. Amir Saed bin Sumairi 
received us graciously in his majlis on the second floor of his tired mud 
residence, the floors of which sagged and shook disquietingly. After the second 
cup of coffee the Amir invited us to stay for supper, but I declined on the ground 
that it was late and we still had a long way to go (actually my female companions 
were suffering the aftermath of too much previous Arab hospitality). When he saw 
that I was firm in my resolve he said that in that case hospitality required at 
least that we accept the "fixings" for a meale I did not object and assumed that 
he was merely making a show of courtesy 


After a few minutes we took our leave and the Amir accompanied us to our 
vehicles. I had said our goodbyes and was about to climb into my landrover when 
the Amir motioned to one of his attendants who lunged suddenly at a sheep standing 
nearby, seized it by the scruf of the neck and stuffed it unceremoniously into 
the back of my landrover. This was "fixings" for suppers Courtesy forbade me to 
refuse the gift so I drove 25 kilometers to the site of our night camp with the 
sheep bleating disconsolately in my ear and doing other unmentionable things all 
over our camping equipment and baggagee 


Mohammed and Atid were far from dismayed by the gift and promptly slaughtered 
the sheep with appropriate prayers as soon as we stopped for the night. Within 
en hour and a half our guides had prepared an excellent platter of sheep and rice 
which rivaled the meal prepared for us by the Amir in Bisha. This was eaten with~ 
out any benefit of western cutlery or other nicetieso 


On February 25, we drove on to AL Khurmah, a sizeable oasis town on Wadi 
Turabah about 100 kms north of Turabah proper.e Here also we made a brief call on 
the Amir, Abdul Aziz bin Saalem, were invited for lunch but declined, and escaped 
without a second sheep. Accompanied by one of the Amirts men we made a brief 
tour of the town which was the most backward of any we had visited. It had be~ 
come abundantly clear by now that any visit to a Saudi town must be preceded by 
a call on the Amir. Having received his seal of approval and accompanied by a 
symbol of his authority a stranger might visit the area of the Amir's jurisdiction 
with relative freedom and little difficult with the local population other than 
that occasioned by being an object of great curiosity 


The trip from al Khurmah to Taif was rapid and relatively easy. Most of the route 
ed over gravel and sandy plains where high speeds were possible. | 
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Aftar 8 days in the desert Taif with USMIM billets, a bath and food on clean | 
plates was like home. We spent the following day cleaning up and recuperatinge 

In addition I called on General Asaf, Commanding General of the Taif area, and on 
the father of one of my Saudi friends from the Ministry of Foreign Affairse 


Our return to Jidda on February 28 was without incident except for my breaking 
one of the leaves of the right front spring of my landrover when I hit a large 
rock in the sandy bed of the Wadi Jutranah. 
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1) Tat 


a) The Amir of Taif is Abdul Aziz bin Mulammar. He is reportedly about 60 
years old, but appears older because he is badly crippled and very deat. He 
is always attended by his secretary Amir Nasr bin Mutammar,(a cousin of Abdul 
Aziz bin Ibrahim bin Mutammar, recently appointed King's Councilor, who 
provides the Amir with written summaries of whatever callers say to him. 
Despite his infirmities Amir Abdul Aziz seems cheerful and pleasant. 


bv) General Asat, Comaander of the Taif military district, is a small balding 
man with thick eyeglasses who is approaching 60 years of age. Like many 
senior Saudi officers he lacks training in modern military methods, concepts, 
and equipment. His relations with the Tait’ Detachment of USMIM are generally 
00d. 


c) Lt. Colonel Tahir Yusuf is General Asaf's deputy. He also is an officer 
of the old school and has little ‘idea of modern military techniques and 
equipment. Like many who lack assurance he is inclined to be aggressively 
argumentative and didactic. When in charge of the Taiz military district 
in the absence of General Asaf he often is uncooperative and refuses to 
carry out instructions, even those coming from Saudi Army Headquarters in 
Riyadh, unless they are repeated firnlye 


2) Abha 


a) The Amir of Abha, Turki bin Mohammed bin Mahdi, is originally from Nejd, 
near Buraidae He is a man of about 60 ana has been Amir of Abha for the 
past 8 years. Before that he was Amir of Najran and earlier he was Saudi 
Ambassador to Yemen. He has three teenage sons and two daughters.some of 
whom speak a little English. Both the Amir and his Amira have visited the 
United States, but neither speak English. 


The Amir had not been back to Riyaah for 3 years. He commented that 
the King's visit to Abha in September 1959 was his first to that area in 
four years. He felt such visits were useful because they aftorded the 
people an opportunity to see the King and gave the King the chance 
personally to form an idea of the people and their problems. During his 
recent visit King Saud spent 2 days in Abha propery 2 days in his royal 
palace nearby (about 1) kms), and several additional days traveling around 
the vicinity. 


b) According to the Amir, Abha is an administrative center with juris- 
diction over 17 subdistricts. He estimated that the population of Abha is 
15,000 and the population of the general area of his jurisdiction 1,000,000 
(both figures seem excessive). The bulk of the population is settled and 
engages in agricultural pursuits. Water is sufficient for ail local needso 
- Rain is reliable and the wells have sufficient reserves to last two years 
| without replenishment before going dry. The principal agricultural products | 
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| of the area are maize, durah, barley, grapes, pears; and apricotse Currently 
the grain production is sufficient only for local needs. The Anir asserted | 
that if additional markets were available the agricultural production could 


be increased considerably 


c) Abha has poor communications with the outside world. It has no links 
directly with the coast except by precipitous donkey and camel trails through 
the mountains of the Tihama. The only useable outlet by road is via the trail 
to Khamis al Mushayt, Bisha, Taif and then to Jidda or Riyadh, Trevel time to 
Jidda by truck is about 5 days; to Riyadh 6 or 7. Nevertheless from 10 to 25 
trucks per, day were observed on the Taif-Khamis al Mushayt road, most traveling 
at night to avoid the heat. A weekly airplane from Jidda to the airfield near 
Khamis al Mushayt constitutes the only regular air Link with other parts of 
Saudi Arabia ‘This provides only mail and passenger service. Wireless tele~ 
graph facilities are available in Abhae 


d) According to the Amir no foreigners are resident in Abha. It was later 
discovered, however, that most of the 6-7 doctors who staff the 50 bed 
hospital in Abha are Egyptians. 


e) A secondary school building is under construction in Abhae 
3) Bisha 


a) ‘The Amir of Bisha, Abdul Rahman bin Muwani', is a strikingly handsome 
hawk=f'aced man of about 0. He face is lean, but good living has made him 
corpulent. He is originally from Riyadh. Prior to his arrival in Bisha two 
years ago he was Amir of Zafir and betore that Amir of Turabahe 


b) Bisha is a trail junction for traffic going to Abha or Najran and as such 
stands athwart the two main routes to southwestern Saudi Arabia. Tne Amirate 
has jurisdiction over 2000-3000 villages extending as far south as Ghurayrah 
on the Wadi bin Hashbal. About 1/3 of the inhabitants of the Bisha district 
are nomadic, the balance setticd. No estimate of the population of Bisha 
proper was volunteered, but 2500 inhabitants seems a reasonable guesse 


c) The cultivated area of Bisha is limited to the banks of Wadi Bishae Rain 
is scarce but water from wells generally is available the year-round. 
Normally the wadi is dry except for floods that fill it from 12-20 days each 
year. The principal agricultural products are wheat, barley, grapes, dates, 
oranges and pomegranites. Recently, successtul efforts have been made to 
cultivate potatoes, tangerines, and limese These products are sufficient 
only for local consumption and have to be supplemented from outside to a 
certain extente 


d) Bisha boasts a new almost completed 50 bed hospital stafted by two 
Egyptian doctors and 6 Egyptian nurses. Later the staff will be augmented to 
6-7 doctorse Similar hospitals have been or are being built in Abha and 8 
-other locations. The doctors and murses come from the UAR on two-~year con™ 
tractse Those in Bisha seemed lonely and unhappy. The female staff members | 
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| were forbidden to leave the hospital compound to circulate in the town. Most 
of the hospital equipment came from Holland. Commenting on the types of cases 
treated, the hospital director said that 80-S0% of the local population suf~ 
fered from tuberculosis, 70-20% had syphilis, and the incidence of trachoma 
was very highe 


e) One plane per week (the same that serves Abha) brings passengers and mail 
to Bisha.e All goods, fuel and other necessities come from Jidda by road. 


h) Turabah 


a) Amir Saed as Sumairi of Turabah is about 55 years old and has been at this 
post for ll years. He has visited his native city of Riyadh only 3 times 
during that period. He seemed intelligent, dignified, friendly and courteouse 


b) Turabah proper is a relatively small town of perhaps 1500 inhabitants. 
The Amir, however, estimated that about 25,000 people lived in his area of 
jurisdiction. Most of them are nomads and many come from the Bisha district 
to live in the grass lands extending for many kilometers north and south of 
the oasis along Wadi Turabah. 


The major products of Turabah are dateS, oranges, tangerines, and 
miscellaneous vegetables. 


c) During the past four years the Turabah area has suffered a severe 
drought and thousands of camels have died of thirste 


ad) Turabah has only an elementary school of six grades staffed by Jordanians 
Palestinian and Syrian teachers. There is no hospital. 


5) AL Khorimah 


a) The Amir of Al Khurmah is Abdul Aziz ibn Saalem He is originally from 
Riyadh and has been in Al Khurmah 2 years. He is a pudgy man of about 5 
years who sufters from conjunctivitis or incipient trachoma. He exhibited 
considerable interest in our accounts of the residences of other Amirs and 
seemed to consider that the pinnacle of success was to obtain an Amirate of 
cement like that of the Amir in Abhae 


b) Al Khurmah appeared somewhat larger than Turabah, but no estimates of 
the settled and nomadic population were volunteerede 


ec) The major agricultural products are grain, dates, and pomegranates. The 
local production is insufficient for the needs of the settled inhabitantse 
About five trucks daily are required to supplement local food stocks and to 
supply fuel and other basic living needse 


6) General 


The standard of living in both Al Khurmah and Turabah appeared perceptitiy 
lower than in Bishae Abhay, of course, seemed by far the most prosperous 
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| the areas visited. Taif is not considered in this comparison because it has 
ready access to the imports of Jidda both by road and by air, and in Taif 


there is no question of the necessity for self sufriciencye 
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February 17, 1960 - lett Jidda 0915 


dda to Vaal Patimah turn off (good paved road) 5u kms. 
Wadi Fatimah turn off to junction with Mecca~Taif road (sandy 66 kms. 


tracks or wadi bottoms) 

Junetion Mecca-Taif road to Al Sharayi (rough washboard rocky ioe 10 kmse 
road 

Al-Sharayi to Taif (rough rocky road alternating with smoother 110 kms. 
sandy patches) 


Total 20 kmSe 
Total running time ~ 6 hours 15 minutes. Average KPH for the day 38k 
Comments: 


A broad two-lane paved road runs part way to the Wadi Fatimah turn off. The 
balance is a good tar-topped road at least 7 meters widee 


All Christians proceeding beyond Mecca must detour around the city, turning 
oft the main road on a track just betore the village of Hadda. ‘The washboard tracks 
sometimes sandy sometimes rocky, follows the Jidda water pipeline being constructed 
along the Wadi Fatimah to Wadi Jutranah, The track then runs along the sandy 
bottom of Wadi Ju'ranah for about 30 kmse Speeds of 45 kph should be maintained 
to avoid getting stuck. The last feu kilometers to the junction of the track with 
the Mecca~Taif road are over sand and scrub covered valley bottoms. Guides are 
useful, if not essential, on this 66 km detour around Mecca because the many tracks 
traversing the area are not marked. Most of them lead to Mecca, so that great 
care must be taken to maintain the proper direction and shift from track to track 
as necessarye 


Tne Mecca-Taif road from the track junction to a point about 10 kms short of 
As Sayl al Kabir is broad, rocky, gravel covered and so badly corrugated that in 
some places it is preferable to travel on tracks paralleling the road. Although 
the entire way from Jidda to this point runs through rugged volcanic mountains 
there are no perceptible gradients since valley or wadi bottoms are followed 
exclusively. Ten kilometers west of As Sayl al Kabir the broad rough road narrows 
to a series of parallel sand tracks which climb up to tne towne From here on the 
road climbs steaaily over alternating rocky and sandy patches up through the 
jagged treeless mountains bordering the Taif plateau. Steep gradients and rocky 
outcroppings combine to require the use of the lowest gear of normal drive on a 
landrover. At Sayl al Saghir near Taif, a sandy track to the east leads to the 
Taif airport from which 18 kms of paved road about 6 meters wide leads into Taif. 


Despite its roughness, the Mecca-Taif road is well travelled by trucks, sturdy 
1% ton buses and a few private passenger vehicles. 


February 19, 1960 - leit Taif 0900 


pate to Idyyah (rocky up and down track) | 16 kms 
| UNCLASSIFIED | 
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( A ) From. udda 
Liyyah to Shuksim (sandy track, fairly Level) 36 kms 
Shuksim to Bidan (rocky track over volcanic hills) 4 kms | 
Bidah to Night camp (corrugaveu track over plateau, then up and 109 kms 


down rocky track) 
Total TSS kms 


Total running time - 7 hours 15 minutes. Average kph for the day - R238 


Comments: 


The track from Taif to the small agricultural area of Liyyah is rocky with 
many short steep grades. From Liyyah the terrain changes to sandy plains dotted 
with accacia and thom trees and studded with hills of boulders. Southeast of the 
tiny village of Shuksim the track runs over hills covered with black volcanic rocks 
ranging in size from an apple to an oversize watermelon. Bidah borders an area of 
flat plateaus ringed by rocky outcroppings. The track was badly corrugated. The 
plateaus gave way to low mountains through which the rocky track wound up and down 
From wadi bottom to wadi. bottom. Except in the wadi bottoms vegetation was sparse 
and scrubby. Good sized thorn trees proliforate along the bed of the larger wadis. 


Other than the villages mentioned and two or three truck stops where gasoline 
and oil were stocked in drums, there was no evidence of habitations 


February 20, 1960 - left night camp 0820 


Night camp to lst turn off to Bilad Ghamid ¢rocky up and down 30 kms 
track, then flat open plain) 
lst Bilad Ghamid turn off to 2nd Bilad Ghamid turn off (smooth 67 kms 


sandy track over open plains) 
2nd Bilad Ghamid turn off to Bisha (sandy plains, deep sand, dust 80 lms 


bowls) 
Bisha to night camp (smooth track over tree studded plain) l kms 
Total 181 kms 


Total running time - 6 hours 55 minutes. Average kph for the day ~ 26. 
Comments: 


The track led over low barren, rocky mountains for about 20 kilometers. 
This gave way to 15 kilometers of bush-studded gravel plain over which speeds 
over 60 kph were possible. Then the track wound for about 22 kms through a low 
range of rocky hills and gorgese Sandy plains bound the approaches to Wadi 
Harare These plains extend to within 30 kms of Bisha. The tracks then go 
through deep sand. Progress is slow and if well-defined tracks are left there 
is danger of getting stuck. The deep sand ends about 10 kms from Bisha and the 
tracks become firm and gravelly, but pass through a number of dust bowls where 
the ruts are 2-3 ft. deep. 


Except for the truck stop at Wadi Harar no habitation was observed before 


ew Wadi Bisha along which the town of Bisha liese | 
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February 21, 1960 - Left night camp 0720 | 
Night camp to Bir Sarrar (sandy track thru bush studded plain, 57 kms 
then rocky tracks and deep sandy tracks 
Bir Sarrar to lst fork E to Samh.. (distance to Samh-r 20 kms) 1h kms 
(sandy tracks) 
ist Fork E to 2nd Fork E to Samh., (distance to Samhie 20 kms) 13 kms 


(sandy track with boulders) 
ond Tork E to Samh: to Fork W to mas (distance to Nmas, 60 kms) 22 kms 
(rocky track) 


Fork W to Nmas to Bir al Bourj anniyah (rocky and sandy track) 20 ims 
Bur al Bourjanniyah - Fork to Khaybar - (distance to Sarrat 27 kms 
Abidah marked 150 kms) (alternate rocky and sandy boulder strewn track) 
Fork to Khaybar to Fork E to Tathlith (Tathlith marked 170 kms 26 kms 

distant) (sandy track and rocky track) 
Fork E to Tathlitn to Wadi Bin Hashbal (sandy washboard track) 8 kms 
Wadi Bin Hashbal to night camp (sandy then rocky track, steep 20 kms 
grades) 
207 kms 


Total running time ~ 8 hours LO minutes. Average kph for the day ~ 2h. 


Comments: 


The first 30 kms consisted of multiple sandy tracks running through a 
broad bush covered plain very similar to landscapes in East Africae For the first 
20 kms speeds up to GO kms were possible; for the next 10 kms only 40 kph, Tall 
push gives way to scrub brush and tracks pass through an area of deep sand, then 
converge to a single rocky track through a range of hills to Bir Sarrar.e from 
this well to Bir Bourjanniyan the track winds over a plateau studded with hills 
of immense smooth boulders. The. track then passes through ragged slate hills 
frequently following wadi bedse The slate hills give way to sandy, scrub-covered 
plains surrounded by rocky hills and boulderse Another area of slate hills 
extends beyond Bir Bourjanniyah for about 14 kmse The corrugated sandy track 
then leads through a plain of immense boulders to the Tathlith fork. This fork 
can be easily missed since the track branches east and west around Jabal. Qintha 
about 2 kms north of the fork which is located on the eastern branch of the 
track. The area of mammoth boulders extends all the way to Wadi bin Hashbal. 
The track parallels the wadi for about 5 kms then climbs into rocky barren 
mountains (altitude about 7000 ft.) « 


Potable water all the year around is available from Bir Sarrar and Bir 
Bourjanniya, but travelers should come equipped with 10 meter ropes and buckets 
since these are not always available at the wells. There are truck stops adjacent 
to each of these wells, and also on the south side of Wadi bin Hashbale 


The villages of Ghurayrah and other unidentified clusters of dwellings along 
Wadi Hashbal were the first visible permanent settlements south of Bishae Sheep 
and goat herds attended by shepherds were observed scattered between Bir Sarrar 
and: Bir Bourjanniya, particularly in wad beds where there were sizeable grouths 
of treeso | 
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| February 22, 1960 ~ left night camp 0740 | 
Night camp to Khamis al Mushayt (rocky up down track) 19 kms 
Khamis al Mushayt to Hejela! (rocky and hilly track) 15 kms 
Hejela! to Abha (rocky clay track and steep long grades) 17 kms 
Total 1 kms 


Total running time - 2 hours 30 minutes. Average kph ~ 20. 
Comment: 


From the night camp to Khamis al Mushayt the terrain is mountainous, rocky 
and barren, Aside from scrub trees and bushes in wadi bottoms no vegetation was 
observed until the town of Khamis came into view. Khamis al Mushayt is a size- 
able town of perhaps 500 inhabitants on the bank of Wadi Bisha. Water from wells 
and occasional rains is apparently abundant because there are broad green culti- 
vated areas on both sides of the wadi. Khamis is a junction for the truck traffic 
to Abha and Zahran near the Yemeni bordere 


The terrain between Khamis al Mushayt is similar to the mountains in the 
Anti Lebanon. The hillsides are brown and denuded of vegetation, but the vallcy 
bottoms are tree~lined and often cultivated with considerable evidence of terrac~ 
ing. This terracing increases as one nears Abhae Small clusters of houses are 
common in the valleys. Baboons in considerable numbers inhabit the hills near 
Khamise 


February 22) 1960 ~ departed Abha at 1510 in the midst of a rain shower 


Abha to Khamis al Mushayt 32 kms 
Khamis al Mushayt to night camp 8 kms 
Total TO kms 


Total running time - 2 hours. Average kph - 20 
Comment: 
See sections abovee 


February 23, 1960 - left night camp 0730 


Night camp to Wadi bin Hashbal 31 kms 
Wadi bin Hashbal to Bir Bourjanniyah 63 kms 
Bir Bourjanniyah to Bir Sarrar 69 kms 
Bir Sarrar to night camp 3 kms 

Total 166 kms 


Total running time ~ 7 hours 30 minutes. Average kph for the day — 22. 


Comments 
| See sections above. 
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| February 2h, 1960 - left night camp 0740 | 

Night camp to Bisha 60 kms 
Bisha to Ranya Fork 2 kms 
Ranya Fork. to night camp 83 ims 
Total 145 kms 


Total running time - 5 hours 15 minutes. Average kph for the day ~- 27%.6 kmSo 


Comment: 


For descriptions of road and terrain see above sections. The projected 
itinerary called for taking the track for Ranya at the fork 2 kms outside of 
Bisha, but the multiplicity of tracks leading from the fork confused even the 
Saudi guides and it was not until we had traveled over 0 kms that anyone realized 
that we were on the same track we had taken south from Taif five days before 
Since the guides confirmed the existence of another track that the map showed as 
branching off further north to Turabah and al Khurmah, I decided to eliminate 
Ranya from our itinerarye 


February 25, 1960 ~ left night camp 0730 


Night camp to Truck stop and well dug in wadi bottom 1) kms 

Truck stop to Turabah fork 8 kms 

Turabah fork to Wadi Turabah (sandy track, gravelly track, lava 87 kms 
boulders) 

Wadi Turabah to Turabah (track over lava boulders, sandy track, 58 kms 

rocky clay and sand track 

Turabah to night camp (flat gravel track) 26 kms 

Total 193 kms 


Total running time ~ 8 hours 20 minutes. Average kph per day ~ 23 kmso 
Comment: 


See above sections for run from night camp to Turabah fork (about 10 kms 
south of northern turn off to Bilad Ghamid). This fork is not marked except 
for a mileage sign to Taif. The first 3 kms after the fork lead over a sandy 
then gravel plain over which speeds of 0-60 kms are possible. For the next 
89 kms the track crosses a rolling plateau of black lava boulders varying in 
size from an apple to a small austin car. The only breaks in the plateau are 
caused by the meanderings of Wadi Turabah. Year-round water is available in 
this wadii at some points. Very low speeds of 10-12 kms were mandatory over much 
of this boulder-strewn area. After leaving the lava plateau the track descended 
to the sandy banks of Wadi Turabah. We lost the Turabah tracks along the east 
wadi bank and followed others into an area of. deep sand for kms. Realizing 
the mistake we backtracked and eventually found the proper trail. From that point 
on the track over rolling hills and through wadi beds permitted speeds of 30-0 


kms all the way to Turabahe 
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| From Turaban Fork to the end of the lava plateau there were no signs of | 
habitation except for two truck stops on loops of Wadi Turabah. Evidence of the 


severe drought that the area had suffered was the many carcasses of dead camels by. 
the roadside. North of the lava plateau numerous goat and sheep herds and camels 
were observed, but even here there were the remains of many dead camelse 


The track from Turabah to our night camp ran over a flat treeless gravel 
plain on which speeds of 60 kms were possible. 


February 26, 1960 ~ left night camp 0800 


Night camp to al Gharith (flat gravel plain) 29 kms 
Al Gharith to al Khurmah (flat gravel plain) 41 kms 
Al Khurmah to Bir Buraym (flat gravel tracks) 66 kms 
Bir Buraym to. Taif airport (flat sandy tracks) 140 kms 
Taif airport to Taif (tar road) 18 kms 

Total 294, kms 


Total running time - 7 hours. Average kph for the day ~ 42 kms. 
Comment: 


A gravel plain extends all the way from Turabah to al Khurmah.e It parallels 
Wadi Turabah. The tracks over this plain are numerous and smooth making & km 
speeds possible. Scrub trees dot much of the area and in the wet season the 
shallow wadi bottoms provide ample grass for pasturing camels, goats and sheepe 
Large numbers of these animals attended and unattended were observede 


The gravel plains extend from Khurmah towards Taif for 60 kms. The texture 
of the plains then changesto hard sand also permitting relatively high speedse 
They extend all the way to Taif. Wo evidence of permanent habitation was ob~ 
served in the area between al Khurmah and the approaches to Taif. In the areas 
of heavy scrub trees there were occasional wood cutter camps and the wadi 
depressions were often occupied by herds of goats and sheepe 
February 28, 1960 ~- lett Taif 0830 


ESOS SS 
Taif to Jidda 20 kms 

Total running time - 6 hours 30 minutes. Average kph for the day - 37 kns. 
Comment: 

See sections abovee 

The maps used on this trip were the 1:2,000,000 map of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and the available sets of the 1:500,000 (Asir Quadrangle and southern = 


Hejaz Quadrangle) map of the Kingdom prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey and 


the Arabian American Oil Company. Although generally accurate, these maps were 
not sufficiently detailed to show clearly the trails traveled. This was 
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7 


Page___!_ ___of 
Enel. No. 

Desp. No._=__—_ 
Fro Jidda. 


estimates of location based solcly upon the maps could not have been closer than 
within 15 miles of the spot occupied. Howevers since tracks are made by the 
repeated passage of vehicles (mostly commercial trucks) seeking the easiest route 
over completely unmarked terrain, it is quite possible that the tracks that 


existed when the information for the above maps were comp 


have shiftede 


On more than one occasion | 


led no longer exist or 
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Enclosed is a copy of the agenda and the minutes of the Fifteenth 
Meeting of the Trucial Council, which was held at Dubai on June 21, 1960 | 
under the chairmanship of the Political Agent at Dubai, Donald F. HAWLEY, 
Esquire. Also enclosed are a copy of minutes of the Public Health 


Committee and the Education Committee, held at the same place and on the 
despatch of June 28, 


same day. In addition, enclosed are copies of a 

1960 submitted to the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, by the Political 
Agent, Dubai and of a despatch of July 5, 1960, submitted to the Foreign 
Office by the Political Resident. 


O8i-4/ca'vesz 


e Political Resident is of the opinion that the Fifteenth 


Although th 
erative" ever held, a 


Meeting was the "most successful and most coop 

rending of the minutes indicates that progeess toward .femeration of 

the Trucial States, which is the declared goal of the United Kingdom, 

proceeds at a markedly slow pace. The tendency of the Rulers clearly 

is, with few exceptions, to accept whatever the Political Agent proposes. 

They are inclined to do so not only because they are by: nature polite, 

but also because the funds whose distribution and expenditure they are 
their ow resources but from Her Majesty's 


asked to approve come not from 
Government. Their individual interests are touched only lightly, if 
at all. Therefore, they find it relatively easy to conform to whatever 


the Agent proposes. The situation would be considerably different 
4f the Rulers were called upon to make significant financial contri~ oe aa 
on development scheme or if they eat da a 


putions of their own to a comm 
to make other sacrifices of their individual interests to the com io 


00d. — BBY ph Es 
Ui eRe \huao- 
promoting mutual underst Pan 2 
ible progress toward federation 
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The meetings are doubtless useful in 


and the habit of conferencé;9byf- if, p cept 
is to be achieved, Her Majesty's Government way be obliged finallycto 
approach the Rulers with a stick as well as with a carrote no - = 
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es with an endorsement of action taken. 


The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R fil 
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Enclosures: 


No. 1 = Despatch Noe 2 

No. 2 — Despatch No. 12 

No. 3 - Agenda for the 15th Meeting of the Trucial Council 

No. 4 — Agenda for the Fifth Meeting of the Public Health Committee 
No. 5 - Agenda for the Fifth Meeting of the Education Comnittee 


cc: Amembassy JIDDA 

Department pass copies tos 

 Amembassy BEIRUT 
Amembassy LONDON 


Amembassy TEHRAN 
Amconsul KUWAIT 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 1 


1015/1 British Residency, 

BAHRAIN 
Despatch No. 62 July 5, 1960. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to enclose a copy of a despatch (with enclosures) 
from Her Majesty's Political Agent, Trucial States, reporting the proceedings 
of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Trucial Council which was held in Dubai on 
the 21st of June. : 
2. There is no doubt that the meeting was the most successful and most co- 
operative one ever held. It is perhaps too early to say that the Rulers have 
at last appreciated the value of a forum in which they can discuss mutual 
problems; but they have, at least, on this occasion shown a willingness to 
discuss freely and fully the matters to which Mr. Hawley called their attentim. 
3. A brief summary of the Council's proceedings has been published in the 
English and Arabic editions of the Gulf Daily Times. I hope that a report of 
the meeting will be featured prominently in the Arabic Service of the B.BeCo 


4. I am sending a copy of this despatch without enclosures to Her Majesty' 
Political Agent, Trucial States. . 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


8/G. H. Middleton 


The Right Honourable 
Selwyn Lloyd, CBE, MePes 


etc., etc., etce, 


| FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. 
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(10110/60) POLITICAL AGENCY 
TRUCIAL STATES 
DUBAI 


June 28, 1960 
Sirs 


I have the honour to report that the fifteenth meeting of the Trucial Council 
was held on Tuesday, the 2lst of June, and I enclose for Your Excellency's infor- 
mation copies of the Agenda and Minutes of the Council and the Public Health and 
Education Committees. 


2, Before the Council turned to the formal agenda before it I read out your 
message of good wishes, for which the Rulers asked me to convey to you their thanks. 
In the course of my brief opening remarks I invited them to express their views 
frankly, in particular on the Trucial Development Scheme. 


3. It was at this point that Shaikh Shakhbut arrived--over an hour late, as at 

the last Council meeting--but his late arrival did not cast the shadow over the 
proceedings that it did on the last occasion. He apologised and explained smilingly 
that the delay was due to the fact that his car had been travelling slowly in order 
to allow Shaikh Zaid's car to catch up, while the latter was in fact racing far ahead 
looking for him! Shaikh Shakhbut was in very good humour throughout the meeting and 
was generally helpful particularly when it came to the questions of Trucial States! 
participation in the International Development Association and the United Nations . 
Special Fund Desert Locust Project, the principal matters we wished to settle at 

the meeting. On both occasions he gave the other Rulers the right lead so that as 
reported in my telegrams Numbers 65 to the Foreign Office and 13 Saving to you of 
June 22 our proposals were accepted by them all. Only on one or two matters, such 
as my proposal to set up & sub-committee to assist in administering the Al Maktum 
Hospital, was he at all unhelpful, and even on these his point of view was under~ 
standable and not deliberately obstructive. 


he ‘The absence through illness of Shaikh Muhammad bin Hamad al Sharqi, Ruler of 
Fujairah, from the meeting was unfortunate. I have written to him informing him of 
the Council's decisions and stating that I assume his concurrence unless he inforns 
me to the contrary. I am confident that he as the latest comer to the Rulers' Club, 
will underwrite the other Rulers! decisions. He has in fact already paid his first 
annual contribution towards the Desert Locust Project. 


5, The meeting was more animated than any of the previous ones at which I have 
taken the chair although the Rulers showed signs of tiredness towards the end. 
Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan of Sharjah, as usual, took a prominent part in the discussions, 
particularly on development questions. It was noticeable that he was never far from 
Shaikh Shakhbut's side throughout the proceedings. He may well have made some 

ffort to enlist the latter's support for his own ideas on federatkon and he may 

so of course have been endeavouring to secure an Abu Dhabi contribution to his 
personal finances. As at the last meeting of the Council it was Shaikh Saqr bin 
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[ Mahan of Ras al Khaimah who put forward the clearest practical suggestion for 

using the & 10,000 available in the current year for the council to Spend as it | 

thought best, by proposing a further substantial extension of the anti-malarial 
spraying campaign. Shaikh Rashid's interventions in the discussions were generally 


6, Altogether the meeting proved to be a useful and pleasant occasion. Shaikh 
Shakhbut's attitude augurs better for the future, and I found the readiness with 
which he agreed that the Council was the proper forum to deal with any question 

of the International Development Association assistance particularly encouraginge 
It was also significant that, although the question of the trial of the Adeni 
serving in the Trucial Qman Scouts who is accused of killing the soldier from 

. Buraimi, has not yet been settled, Shaikh Shakhbut was not so troubled over it 
as to affect his attendance or his demeanour at the meeting. 


7, After the meeting the traditional lunch party was held in a cordial atmosphere 
in my house. 


I have the honour to be, 

With the highest respects, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 


s/D. F. Haley, 
H. M. Political Agent 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 3 —_ | 
AGENDA FOR THE 15th MEETING OF THE TRUCIAL COUNCIL, Tuesday, June 21, 1960 


le Opening Address by the Chairman. 
2, Minutes of the Last Meeting (Already Circulated.) 
3. Trucial States Development. 

a) Progress report 

(b) The approved budget for 1960/61. 

(c) Suggestions for future development. 


Rulers will be asked for any views they have on what further development 
measures might be taken in the Trucial States. 


4. International Development Association. 


This is an international organisation working under the United Nations, the 
aim of which is to promote economic development in particular by providing finance 
on terms more flexible than those of conventional loans. The Government of the 
United Kingdom proposes to join this organisation. States for whose foreign 
relations H.M.G are responsible will come under the provisions of the Agreement 
unless specifically excluded. In the event of the organisation operating in the 
Trucial States, the ILD.A. would require special privileges, such as freedom from 
taxation and immunity of assets from seizure. In so far as employees of the I.D.A. 
are subject to H.M. jurisdiction, H.M.G. is prepared to grant the privileges . 
requested. It is recommended that the Rulers should agree likewise to grant 
similar privileges. However Rulers will be asked whether they wish their states 
to be specifically excluded from the I.D.A. agreement or not. 


5, United Nations Special Fund Locust Project. 


In order for the Trucial States to benefit from a United Nation Special Fund 
project for the study of the desert locust and introduction of improved methods 
of control, it is necessary that each state should contribute Rupees 170 a year 
for the next six years. (My letter of March 1 refers.) Some Rulers have already 
agreed to pay this and have forwarded their contributions. If the project is to 
succeed in this area however it is desirable that all Rulers. should agree to pay 
this small annual sum. Rulers will be asked whether they agree or would like their 
states specifically excluded. 


6. Dubai Hospital Committee. 


Rulers will be asked to agree that a small local subeemmittee should be set 
up in order to improve the administration of the Dubai Hospital. 


7 ‘Trucial Oman Scouts. 
Rulers will be able to raise any questions, which they wish. 
8 Game Laws. ~ Rulers will be asked if they have any further suggestions about 


e-control of hunting. ' 
9. Any Other Business. 
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| Minutes of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Trucial Council, 
| held at the Political Agency, Dubai 
on the 


2ist of June, 1960 


PRESENT 

The Political Agent: Chairman 

Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan: Ruler of Abu Dhabi 
Shaikh Rashid bin Said: Ruler of Dubai 

Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan al Qasimi: Ruler of Sharjah 
Shaikh Rashid bin Humaid al Naimi: Ruler of Ajman 

Shaikh Ahmed bin Rashid al Mua'talla, M.B.E.: Ruler of Unm al Quwain 
Shaikh Sagr bin Muhammad al Qasimis Ruler of Ras al Khaimah 
IN ATTENDANCE 


Shaikh Zaid bin Sultan 

Shaikh Maktum bin Rashid 

Shaikh Ali bin Rashid al Naimi 

Shaikh Muhammad bin Sultan 

Shaikh Khalid bin Saqr 

Shaikh Humaid bin Ahmed al Mua'alla 

fhe Acting Political Officer, Abu Dhabi 

The Assistant Political Agent 

The Commercial Officer 

Lieutenant Colonel D.G. McCaully, 0.B.E. I.M.S.(R)., Senior Medical Officer 
Mr. J. He Taylor, Headmaster, Sharjah Trade School 

‘Mr, L, W. Huntington, Agricultural Supervisor, Ras al Khaimah 
Dr. Abdul Majid 

Najib Mattar, Assistant to Mr. Huntington 


Shaikh Muhammad bin Hamad, Ruler of Fujairah, who has been in poor health, 
was not present. After waiting an hour for the Ruler of Abu Dhabi to arrive, the 
Chairman opened the proceedings and read out a message of good wishes from the . 
Acting Political Resident. (The text of the opening address and the message is 
attached as Annex A). The Rulers present unanimously asked the Chairman to con- 
vey their thanks to the Acting Political Resident for his message. Shaikh Shakhbut 
then arrived and apologised for being late. 


2. The Chairman called for the reading of the minutes of the last meeting. 


3. Trucial States Development 


(a) Progress report and suggestions for future development. 


‘The Chairman said that the current year (1960/61) was the final year of the 
fina’ five-year development plan for the Trucial States, and that authority had 
been given to spend approximately & 130,000 during the year, about & 30,000 more 
than originally allowed for under the overall budget for the first five years. 

A second. five-year plan was being prepared under which it was hoped to extend | 
development, particularly in the fields of public health and education. 
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Suggestions by the Rulers on what further development measures might be taken in 
the Trucial States would be warmly welcomed and carefully studied. 


Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan said that there were three main development needs: 


(4) fully equipped branches of the hospital to be extablished in various 
a parts of the Trucial States, because the Al Maktum Hospital was too 
far away for some people and the dispensaries were inadequate. 


(41) extension of the agricultural loans scheme. 
(444) improvement of road communications. 
Shaikh Rashid bin Said endorsed Shaikh Saqr's observations. 


Shaikh Sagr bin Muhammad said that the standard of the dispensaries should 
be raised, and asked whether the Agency would be prepared to help arrange for the 
medical training of a young man with a secondary education who wished to become 

a doctor. 


The Chairman, after giving Shaikh Saqr an affirmative answer in principle to 
this last query, indicated that he fully agreed on the desirability of development 
measures on the lines suggested by the Rulers of Sharjah and Dubai, and that the 
rest of his report would show that a good deal had already been done or was about 
to be done to meet their requirements. 


More than twice as much money was being allocated for public health expenditure 
this year. A second British doctor was being recruited who would be a touring 
medical officer for all the Trucial States. The buildings of the Al Maktun Hospital 
would be extended and it was hoped to raise the standard of the dispensaries. by 
improving the training of dispensers, possibly by sending some of them on courses 
outside the Trucial States. 


As regards agriculture, the credits scheme was working well and authority had 
recently been obtained to increase the sum available from 5,000 to & 10,000. 
Each state would have its share. He asked the Rulers to undertake to. cooperate 
4n the collection of any bad debts under the scheme, . 


The Rulers all signified that they would do 80. 


The Chairman continued by saying that it was hoped to work out a plan for 
the export of agricultural preduce from the Trucial States to elsewhere in the 
Gulf. The Agricultural Supervisor would be leaving next year and steps were 
being taken to recruit a successor. 


In the field of education it was hoped to recruit a British teacher to 
assist in the teaching of English and in adult education throughout the area. 
The first Trucial States graduates from the teacher training course in Bahrain 
had just returned and would be appearing before the Education Committee, All 
Rulers were strongly urged to take the opportunity of sending boys to the Trade | 
12 at Sharjah (at which Shaikh Rashid bin Said interjected that only two o 
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three of the present pupils were Arabs; the majority were Persians. This was i 
idenied by Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan). : 


It was hoped to make a start soon on a public works programme designed to 
improve communications throughout the Trucial States. For this purpose the mobor 
grader which had recently been purchased, and was due to arrive in Dubai at the 
end of June, would be most useful, A driver had been engaged to use the grader 
and was undergoing instruction in Bahrain, Meanwhile a further & 10,000, within 
the budget of & 130,000 had been set aside in the current year for another worth= 
while project of benefit to all Rulers, whose suggestions for its use would be 
welcomed, 


Shaikh Rashid bin Said suggested that this money be devoted to public health. 


Shaikh Sagr bin Muhammad proposed that it be used to extend the anti-malarial 
spraying scheme. 


Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan said that he felt the money should be used to 
encourage agriculture and trade, but that he had no particular scheme in mind. 


The Chairman explained to him the merits, direct and indirect, of a public 
health programme, but he was not to be convinced. 


The Chairman then concluded his progress report by mentioning that the water 
drilling rig in Ras al Khaimah was now at work and would in due course carry 
out drilling operations elsewhere in the Trucial States, and that for anti-locust 
operations in Muscat and the Trucial States the services had been secured of 
Mr, Tillin, to whom, and to whose Pakistani colleagues, the Rulers were asked 
to give every assistance. 


(b) The approved budget for 1960/61 


The Chairman distributed copies of the approved budget for 1960/61 and 
explained that while the broad framework of the budget was fixed, any suggestions 
the Rulers wished to make for alterations within that framework would be given 
careful consideration. 

Shaikh Sagr_bin Sultan said that he would need time to study the budget. 

The other Rulers concurred and no suggestions were forthcoming. 


4 International Development Association 


The Arab Assistant read out the appropriate passage from the agenda and the 
Chairman and Assistant Political Agent gave further details of the scope of the. 
Association's activities, the size of its funds and the immunities and privileges 
it would require. 


to be included, undertook to grant the required immunities and privileges and 


With Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan giving the lead, the Rulers unanimously asked 
to be in that the Council was the proper body to consider what assistance ad | 
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i requested from International Development Association for development projects | 
in any of the Trucial States and to administer such assistance as might be givene 


5. The Special Fund project for Desert Locust Control 


The Arab Assistant read out the appropriate passage from the Agenda and the 
Assistant Political Agent gave further details, referred to the success of con= 
trols against African locusts and mentioned the readiness of Bahrain and Qatar 
to cohtribute and assume any continuing commitments. 

The Chairman described Shaikh Rashid bin Said's offer to guarantee the entire 
Trucial States contribution for the project for which he expressed thanks, but 
called on the other Rulers to pay their part. 


Led by Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan and Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan, and despite 
the initial hesitation of Shaikh Ahmed bin Rashid, the Rulers unanimously expressed 
willingness to join the project, undertook to pay annual contributions of Rs.170 
each and to assume the necessary commitments. It was agreed that part of the 


% 10,000 set aside for allocation by the Rulers might be used, if necessary, to 
cover the contributions of some of the poorer Rulers. 


The Council then adjourned at 11:30 alme for a brief interval. 
6, Dubai Hospital Committee 


‘On the resumption of the meeting the Chairman suggested that this item be 
taken in the Public Health Committee and it was so agreede 


% Trucial Oman Scouts, Game Laws and any other business 


None of the Rulers had any points to raise under these. heads, and the Council 
therefore decided to go into committee to deal with public health matters. 
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| ANNEX A _ : 
Opening Address to the Trucial Council | 


I am very pleased to welcome you here again today for this fifteenth 
meeting of the Trucial Council and I would like to start these proceedings 
by reading out a message, which I have received from the Acting Political 
Resident. 


" On behalf of the Political Resident and myself I send you 
greetings on the occasion of the meeting of the Trucial Council. 

I trust that you are all in good health and I wish success te 

your deliberations in the Council which forms a means of fostering 
and increasing the cooperation between you which is so necessary and 
desirable." 


I am sure that you would like me on your behalf to send a message thanking 
him for this message. 


I must apologise for convening this meeting in the heat of the summer. 
However, it is now rather & long time since we have met and there are two 
matters on which I have been asked by the Political Resident and the Foreign 
Office to seek your views through themedium of the Trucial Council. These are 
not very complicated matters and I do not think that the meeting should take too 
long. 


I shall in the course of the meeting be dealing with the funds; which 
Her Majesty's Government have made available under the Trucial Development 
Scheme and I would like to emphasise that I hope that you will all give me your 
frank views on the Scheme--and for that matter on any other matter on which 
you would like to raise-~and let me have any constructive suggestions you may 
have about the manner in which the money is spent or might be spent more advare 
tageously. I do not fear frankness and I believe that we can all best serve 
the interests of this area, which is yours but for which I have grown to have 
a considerable affection, if we say openly what we have in our minds. 


Before I go any further I would like to introduce you to my Assistant 
Political Agent, Mr. Winchester, who will assist me at this meeting. 


May our deliberations be fruitful. 


[ | _ 
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Agenda for the Fifth Meeting of the Public Health Coumittee 


1. Minutes of the Last Meeting. 

2, Report by Dr. D. G. McCaully, Senior Medical Officer, Trucial States. 
3. Report by Dr. Abdul Majid about Health Work in the Trucial States. 

4. Any Other Business. 


Minutes of the Sixth Meetin of the Trucial States Public Health Committee on 
dune 2l, 1960 


The Chairman opened the proceedings at 12 noon by calling on the Senior 
Medical Officer and Doctor Abdul Majid to present their reports (attached as 
Annexes A and B) which the Arab Assistant read oute 


The Chairman and the Rulers thanked the Senior Medical Officer and Doctor 
Abdul Majid for their reports and expressed warm gratitude for their work. 


2e Dispensers. ; 


The Chairman said that he was anxious to see the standard of training of 
the dispensers raised, and was prepared to consider sending them on courses in 
Bahrain and elsewhere, but that in view of the time needed for adequate training 
it might be desirable to recruit dispensers and other medical staff from outside 
the area on a temporary basis and he would like to know whether the Rulers would 
see any objection to this. 


Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan, Shaikh Rashid bin Said and Shaikh Sagr bin Muhammad 
said that they saw no objection to the temporary recruitment of dispensers fran . 
outside the area. The rest of the Committee indicated its assent. ; 


3. Dubai Hospital Sub-Committee. 


The. Chairman said that the Council and Public Health Committee did not meet 
often enough to deal with the administrative problems of the Al Maktum Hospital, 
which were therefore left to the Senior Medical Officer and himself. He felt 
that the time had come to set up a small sub-committee to help in the administration 
and which would meet every month or twoe 


Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan said that he was quite satisfied to leave adminis= 
trative, and accounting as well as medical matters,in Doctor McCaully's competent 
hands, that he saw to need for a sub-committee and that in any case he had notody 


whom he could suitably appoint to such a committee. 


The Chairman deployed several argunents in favour of establishing the sub- 
comnittee. ; : 
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Shaikh Shakhbut however, supported by Shaikh Zaid bin Sultan, Shaikh Sagr 
bin Sultan and Shaikh Ahmed bin Rashid, maintained his view that such a committee 
was unnecessary. ; 


he There being no further business the Chairman proposed that those concerned 
should go into committee to discuss education, and it was so agreed. 


ANNEX A 


Senior Medical Officer's Report 


Attendances at the out-patients were fifty per cent increased above those 
of the previous year. 


This was largely due to the opening of a Clinic on the Dubai side of the 
cresk, where there were 13 »827 visits, out of a total of 30,3756 


About half of the patients were women and children. 


Of the total 28,782 were treated entirely free. There were in addition 
10,692 vaccinations. 


The number of in-patients increased from 416 to 485 including 142 labour casese 


Last year's record attendances are likely to be exceeded this year, as there 
have been 18,003 visits during the first five months of the year. 


Continued increases in attendances involve greatly increased consumption 
of drugs and must necessitate consideration of the provision of increased accommo= 
dation and staff. 


The new Labour room and women's waiting room commenced to function early in 
the year and has since been surrounded by a wall, giving increased privacy. 


_ A canteen cookhouse has been opened. Patients may now cook in the kitchens 
or obtain meals from the shop. 


The appearance of the wards has been improved by the provision of cupboards 
where patients can keep their heavy baggage and cooking utensils. 


The outside of the hospital was recently been sprayed an attractive green 
colour. 


Doctor Abdul Majid saw 2,867 patients last year and there were 19,208 visits 
to the Dispensers. 


Total visits and services carried out by the doctors last year were 61,643 « | 


= The number of patients treated by Doctor Majid for the first five months 
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the year shows more than 100% increase over last year's figure for the same period. 


Upto 3lst May, 1960 total 
Upto 31st May, 1959 total --~-----—~ 1,129 


The number of patients treated by the dispensers for the first four months of 
the year shows a slight increase over last year's figure for the same period 


Upto April 1960 total --------~-~--~ 6,533 
Upto April 1959 total -------------~ 5,928 


ANNEX B 


Doctor Abdul Majid's Report about Health Work in the Trucial States 


1. Patients treated upto 3lst May, 1960. 


The number of patients treated during my tour in the respective Shaikhdoms 
upto 31st May, 1960 shows a great increase in comparison with the same period 
of 1959. 


Upto 31st May, 1960 Upto 3ist May, 1959 
(i) Abu Dhabi ~ 532 157 
(41) Buraini =~ 327 191 
({41) Kalba, ) 
-. . Fujairah) - 478 285 
Khor Fakkan) 
(iv) Dibba ; = 221 - 
(v) Ras al Khaimah - 357 153 
(vi) Umm al Quwain - 506 280 
(vii) Ajman 396 93 
ore 2,817 1,129 


2, Anti-malarial Spraying 


Anti-malarial spraying has been carried out during the spring of 1960 on a 
more elaborate scale than last year. During this season 3 anti-malarial squads — 
(each squad of 2) were engaged, and were spraying under my supervision, in 
place of the single squad of last year. ; 


Under this more elaborate scheme, Buraimi, Kalba, Fujairah, Khor Fakkan, 
Dibba, Ras al Khaimah, Umm al Quwain and Ajman were sprayed, Anti-malarial spray 
appears to be proving quite useful because malarial cases show a decrease in the 
Coast compared with previous yearse 


3. Dispensers 


At present we have got 10 dispensaries including Shar jahy Sharjah and Khor 
Fakkan dispensaties are new. Among the other eight six are functioning at the 
t. To our regret we had to discharge two orderlies for gross misconducte 
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, At present we have got 4 orderlies under training who will be posted out | 
soon after the completion of their training. 
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Agenda for the Fifth Meeting of the Education Comittee 

1. Minutes of fhe Last Meeting. 

2, Trade School ~ A progress report will be read by Mr. J. Taylor. 

3. Agricultural School - A progress report will be read by Mr. L. W. Huntington. 


he Teacher Training ~ A report on the Teacher Training Scheme in Bahrain will 
be read by the Chairman. 


5 Any Other Business. 

inutes of the Sixth Meeting of the Trucial States Education Committee on June 21 
1960 
be Sharjah Trade School 


The Chairman opened the proceedings at 12:20 p.m, by calling on the Head= 
master of the Sharjah Trade School to present his report (attached as Annex A) 
which was duly read out by the Arab Assistant. 


Shaikhs Shakhbut bin Sultan and Saqr bin Sultan thanked the Headmaster for 
his report, 


The Chairman strongly urged all the Rulers to send boys from their States 
to the School and to avail themselves of the opportunity it offered. 


2, Ras al Khaimah Agricultural School. 


The Agricultural Supervisor was then called upon by the Chairman to present 
his report on the Ras al Khaimah school. 


Mr. Huntington said that 43 boys had enrolled, of whom 3 were from Umm al 
Quwain, 2 from Sharjah and the rest from Ras al Khaimah. Of these 30 stayed the 
course, and half of these would be staying on for further instruction. Of the 
other fifteen, five had benefitted by the instruction and the other ten had not. 
The pupils had learnt little of agriculture as yet, as they had first to be given 
a necessary grounding in reading and writing Arabic. He would like to see older 
boys of 15 years or more enrolling. 20 of the 43 who had originally enrolled 
were under 12 years of age and were too young to benefit properly from the training 
Bivene 


The Chairman thanked Mr. Huntington for his report and asked whether the 
Committee had any comments to make or questions to ask. There were none. 
Fe Teacher Training. 
= member of the group of Trucial States teachers who had just completed #34, 
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‘their training in Bahrain then described the training they had received there 
and expressed thanks to Shaikh Rashid bin Said for supporting and assisting them. 


The Chairman thanked the spokesman, and, there being no comments or any other 
business, declared the meeting closed at 12:35 p.m. 


ANNEX A 
Headmaster's Report _on the Progress of the School to July 1960 


Introduction 


The Trade School was begun by Her Majesty's Government in November 1958 with 
the aim of training artisans in the Trucial States. Only Trucial States subjects 
were to be admitted as students. This continues to be the aim of the school and 
the following is a report of the school's progress to date. 


Buildings. 


The original school buildings 4.e. two workshops and office block are in 
full use. Small alterations have been made to the interior of the workshops to 
make teaching easier. Two new blocks of buildings are in process of construction 
and these should be completed within a few weeks, One block containing two wak- 
shops will allow two new courses to be run, and the other, comprising classroom 
and store, will make available improved accommodation for the teaching of Arithmetic 
and English. Improvements are also being made to the school surrounds by the 
construction of garden plots to better the school's appearance. 


Students. 


There are, at present, thirty students under full time instruction in the 
school. Seventeen of these are being trained as carpenters and thirteen as fitter/ 
mechanics. Health and attendance records continue to be good. No doubt the 
midday meal provided by the school plays a part in keeping the students in good 
health. All students are punctual in their arrival at school. 


Courses, 


The school curriculum at present provides for one course of carpentry training, 
one course of fitter mechanics training and tuition in English and Arithmetic 
for both courses. When the new buildings are complete and have been equipped, 
it is hoped to recruit two new instructors to begin courses in welding and elec= 
trical work. Provided everything goes to plan, these courses should begin in 
January 1961. It is planned to make all courses of two years duration but the 
actual length of time taken will depend on the students' progress 


Results to date. 


Most students have taken readily to training. The achievements of the 
majority are of a good standard, and a great deal of the school furniture and 
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sone of the equipment has been made by the students themselves, Some of the 
work on the new buildings has also been carried out by the students. A few 
students continue to do work of a poor quality but it is felt that by keeping 
these for an extra year's training beyond the normal length of a course, they 
will be brought up to standard. 


Future Enployment of Students : 


On leaving the Trade School students will be free to take up employment 
wherever they choose, It is hoped, however, all will remain in the Trucial 
States and that Trucial States employers will give preference to ex-Trade School 
students, A plan exists to send selected ex-students for training as instructors 
to institutions outside the Trucial States, and to invite them to teach in the 
school after their return. In time the School should be wholly staffed by 
Trucial States subjects. 


Conclusion. 


The school's beginning has been very modest, and so far no students have 
completed a course. A further year must pass before ex-students begin to 
show outside the school the value of the Trade School's work. 


The majority of students at present in the school are from Sharjah, but 
it is hoped, when the school opens new courses in January, students will be 
encouraged by their Rulers to come from other Shaikhdoms also. 


All Rulers are cordially invited to visit the school and to inspect the 
work of the students at any time. 


The Headmaster, his staff and students especially thank Shaikh Saqr bin 


Sultan al Qasimi. for his continued interest in, and assistance to the Trade 
Schoole 
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ARMY 
NAVY Following are local events of political interest occurring in 5 
AIR the Eastern Provinces o 
RMR 
Amir Saud bin JILUWL departed Dhahran 0200, June 30 by air enroute a 
to Hamburg, Germany for medical treatment. Accompanying Amir is Chief 
of Protocol, Shaikh Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin Jindm, Dr. Jelpi, Aramco O 
doctor, Robert G. Van Peursem, Aramco Government Relations, and two oO 
bodyguards « ~ 
~] 
According Aramco, Amir plans to see Dr. Levasseur in Hanburgy <4 
He has recently had tw mild heart attacks, the second of which occunred oO 
just after the King's latest visit to the Eastern Provinces He also oO 
claims to have malaria and is known to be suffering from internal 


problems of undisclosed nature. Although the Amir's health is not 
good, he is not considered to be critically ille The Amir's son, 
Abdul Aziz bin Saud bin Jiluwi, will be in charge of the Amirate 


during hig father's absence. There is no indication as to when the 
Amir will returns 


Shaikh Ahmed bin Ali AL THANI arrived in Dammam on dune 28, 
1960 to visit Amir Savd bin Jiluwi,|!Governor of the Eastern Province, 
who had been scheduled to depart to |Burope on the same dayo Amir 
delayed departure plans to receive Shaikh Ahmed and gave dinner in 
his honor at Amirate, June 28. Shaikh Abdulla Darwish, wealthy ex- 
Qatari contractor, gave dinner in hopor of Shaikh Ahmed following 


evening » } it 
fy ay Ale ; 
ees 
ee) — = 
ete ea 
GH) 
jou) . 


ae. 
abe 


o 


Af 


WMcClellandsag 6/30/60 peers 


a ro 

ee aepnopuctiON rRow. Tits, copy EFF 
Classification 

PERMANENT 


RECORD COPY e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 


~p z 
Authority_ Was7d 


DO NOT TYPE IN THIS,SPACE 


Sb w.E0f 7-126 


_o& 
5 


Og sig 


PRIORITY (Security Classificatio 


FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH ' 


VIA ATR »OUCH OFFICLAL USE ONLY yf 
n) Yee 
yen 


VR PFE as-E7 
july 12, 1960 JUL 134 


DATE 


FROM: fmcongen DHAHRAN J 


w 
TIE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON, 
y 


Beary teva? busy 
beUIALEY e2q 1S8Muy wsuUIN 


2D 
For Dept. 
Use Only R 


SUBJECT: Bection in Municipality of Rahimah. 


-_ 


oszti-1/00°VSSsL 


There is enclosed a detailed report on an election held on March 28, 
1960, for the Municipal Gouncil in Rahimah, a small town in the Eastern 
The report wes 


Province (estimated population 2,500) near Ras Tanura. 
prepared by Kiss Phoebe MARR of Aramco's Arabian Affairs Department. 


The Rahimah election was the first since the tom 
became a municipality in 1957. About 206 voters parti- 
cipated; there were no party lines. A major factor 
appeared to be the qualifications of the cendidates; the 
former manbers of the Council who had been active in 
municipal affairs were reelected while those that had 
done little were dropped. 

The voting vas done by ballots which were counted in 


public. 
The functions of the Municipal Council in Rahimah 
include regulation of prices, sanitation, city planning, 
collection of certain taxes and surveillance of the 
market places (sugs), buildings, etc. 
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Welter K, Schwinn 
Amer ican Consul General 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE FILE 


The election of the Municipal Council (al-majlis al-baladi) 
in Rahimah was held on 28 March 1960. The following report is 
based on conversations with company representatives in Ras Tanura 
and with Muhammad Ramli MALAKAH, (al-mudir al-baladi) the 
Municipality Director and on my ow observations during a visth to 
Ras Tanura on 26 and 27 Marche 


Tt. The Election Process 


This ws the first election to be held in the town of 
Rehimah since its establishment as a municipality three years 
agoe Becavse of the newness of the tow, and the lack of a 
long-standing and well-accepted ruling group such as is found 
in older towns and cities, the final process of selection was 
more fluid than might have been expected. Certain Western tech- 
niques were used in an effort to elicit popular support. Notices 
of the election had been posted throughout the town well in advance 
of the date, originally set for March 26th; and a megaphone, 
borrowed from Aramco, was used on Tuesday afternoon to announce 
the postponement of the election to the following day (due to 
activities on behalf of the King's party). 


The election was held at 9:00 pem. Wednesday, in the Company 
cafeteria in Rehimah. The Municipality Director said he expected 
five hundred people, although only two hundred ballots had been 
printed and something less than tvo hundred voters participated. — 
Gandidates for office were required to be twenty-one years of age; 
voters, eightean. Residence for an undefined period in Rahtimah or 
adjacent areas such as Najmah was also required, although in fact 
only residents of the Rahimah townsite attended the election. 


Two guards, Salim DAKHIL, the driver of the Municipality 
Director's car, and Sa'id MISFIR, a clerk in the :Municipality 
office, who had been selected for their trustworthiness and 
their knowledge of the townspeople, were posted at the door to 
admit those qualified to vote. No mention of "respectability" 
or'community status't was made by the Director as being considered 
a qualification. Ability to read and write was required, but this 
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requirement was not strictly enforced. In fact, one of the newly 


elected members of the Municipal Council may be placed on the 
reserve list because he does not fulfill this requirement. 


The nomination and election processes: took place in one 
sitting. The voters assenbled in the hall, in the Genter of 
which was a large blackboard for the names of the nominees. 

The President of the Municipal Council (Rais al-majlis al- 
baladi) made a speech praising the previous Council and dis- 
cussing its work, and nominations were then accepted from the 
floor. As a matter of course, many of the members of the old 
Council were renominated. (There seems to have been no prohibi- 
tional nominations.) However, since candidates may nominate 
themselves, nomination can be considered as voluntary servicee 
Actual performance of the duties of the office was a major factor 
since many of the inactive members of the previous Council were 
dropped. Another factor influencing nominations was the ability 
of the candidate, through business or government connections, 

to be of use to the Municipality. 


The ballots were distributed to those present... Each voter 
was permitted to vote up to fourteen times for ten new members 
and four substitutes. The voting was done immediately following 
nominations, by writing in the names of the chosen camidates on 
the ballots. If someone did not know how to write or spell, he 
would apparently ask his neighbor to "help" him. The ballots 
were then collected, opened, and counted in front of those present 
by a committee of the following: 


1. Muhammad Ramli MALAKAH, Municipality Director. 


2, Dr. Rafia HUNAINAH, the doctor in charge of the 
Ras Tanura Quarantine and Government Clinic. 


3, Shaikh 'Abd Allah DUWAISH, Head of the Committee 
on Public Morality. 


he The clerk of the Amirates 
‘TI. Results of the Election 


This can best be appreciated by a comparison of the old and the 
new Municipal Councils. 


Old Council: ‘ Muhammad Sulaiman Al-SHIHAH, President of the 
Municipal Councile 


(A secondary school graduate, educated in Iraq; 
A Saudi by bir hn3 Agsistant Head of the Oil 
Gaugers! Division in Ras Tanurae . 
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Old Council: 


New Council: 


7 Page__3__of 
| _oFFrcraL USE ONLY | Encl. No. ts 
; (Classification) Desp. No. 
From_Ameongen DHAHRAN 


- 


'Uthman al-MUBARAK, Hember 
(Works in the Home Ownership Division of Aramco). 


tUthman 'Abd al-'Aziz Ba HUSAIN, Member 
(Aramco employee) . 


Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghani KHAYYAT, Member 
(Used to be a contractor but is now a merchant). 


Muhammad 'Abd al~'Aziz al-BURAIDI, Member 
(Aramco employee) « 


My,sa 'Ali Musa, Member 
tA contractor; ows all the: taxis in Ras Tanura Camp) e 
Muhammad Sulaiman al-Shihah, President of the 
Municipal Council. 
Re-elected, 146 votes. 
'Uthman al-Mubarak, Member 
Re-elected, 138 votes. 
Khalid al-HUMAIDAN, Member 
Re-elected, 115 votes. 
tythaman 'Abd al-'Aziz Ba Husain, Menber 
Re-elected, 115 votes. 
Muhammad 'Abd al'Aziz Al-Buraidi, Member 
Re-elected, 95 votese 
Muqbil Al-QAR' AW, New Member, 123 voteSe 
ibd al-Aziz Ba HUSAIN, New Member. 108 votes. 


' (Ras Tanura Passport officers may be related to 
'Uthman 'Abd al-'Agiz Ba Husain). 


* There is no prohibition against an individual's occupying both a 
position with the Government and a seat in the Council, since the. 
latter is honorary and carries no salary. 
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New Council: Khalid al-DABIL, New Member, 98 votes. 


tAbd Allah Al-SHUWAI'IR, New Member, 109 votese 


(A local contractor and closely related to the 
Amir of Jubaile He may be placed on the : 
reserve list because he cannot read or writes 


Torahim al-FALIH, New Member, 108 votes. 
Substitues: Nasir al-ZUHATRAN, New, 86 votes. 
Hamad al-Duraiti, new 76 votes. 
Muhammad al-AHMAD, new, 70 votese 
Mahmud 'Ubaidili, new, 66 votes. 
(He and his fanily run a restaurant in Rahimah). 


The ages of the members range from thirty to forty-five; most 
of them between thirty-five and forty years old. 


TIT, Officials and Their Functions in the Rahimah Municipality 


The Director is appointed by the Amir of the Eastern Provincee 
He sits in on the meetings of the Municipal Council (usually held 
twice a week, or oftener if business requires it) and acts as con- 
tact between the Municipal Council and the Amir of Ras Tanurae Upon 
occasion he reports to the Amir of the Province, but would not do 
so without the concurrence of the Amir of Ras Tamura. The Director 
also handles requests sent to him from the local Amir, and forwards 
complaints of Municipality residents to the proper authorities. His 
functions and the limits of his authority, like those of other local 
authorities, are not clearly defined. In fact, the President of the 
Municipal Council is a stronger individual who most often takes the 
initiative. 


In following lines of authority, complaints and petitions from 

the ‘citizens usually go first to the Amir of Ras Tanura, who then 

refers them to the Municipality Director. The Director then refers 

them to the Council through its president. Petitions from the 

Council on routine administrative matters, usually go through the 

Director to the Amir of Ras Tanura and then to the Amir of the Province. 

More serious matters, such as a request to levy additional taxes or 
raise existing ones may be taken from the Municipality Director or 

the President of the Municipal Council directly to the Amir of the 
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Province, but only with the approval of the Amir of the tome 


The Director states that he rarely takes any matter higher than 
to the Amir of the Province; and that he does not receive orders 
. directly from the Mynistry of Interior, but rather from the Amir 
of Ras Tanura or Amir Satud bin JILUW. However, if repeated re- 
cuests do not produce results, a petition is sent directly to the 
Council of Ministers. Such was the case with the Municipality's 
latest request for permission to raise local teaxese 


The Municipality is staffed by a clerk, a tax collector, and. 
two supervisors (muraqibin) , whose functions are primarily those 
of inspectors. The official known as al~'Umdah (the head of a 
quarter) does not exist in Rahimah‘. 


The functions of municipal government in Rahimah include 
regulation of prices, sanitation, city planning, collection of 
certain taxes, and surveillance of suqs, buildings, etc. According 
to the Director there are price regulations affecting all 
commodities in Rahimah, including fruits, vegetables, meat and 
fish. Shops are watched to see that they do not overcharge. The 
plans for the town were originally laid out by Aramco, and are 
being followed in new constructions 


The following government offices are in Rahimah: 


1. The Quarantine Doctor and the medical staff of the Clinic 
(Ministry of Health). 


>, The teachers and staff in the schools (Ministry of 
Education) . 


3. A Labor Office (Labor Department) . 
he Gaugers (Directorate of Petroleum and Mineral Affairs) o 
5, The Coast Guard (Ministry of Interior). 


6. Police and officials connected with Public Security (Minis- 
try of Interior}. 


7. Customs Officials (Directorate General of Customs) . 


% Where he does exist, he is usually appointed by the Amir of the 
tow, in accordance with the wishes of the local people. He is a 
functionary both of the Municipality and of the police, and can be 
considered as a representative of the local Amir. His job is to know 
everyone in his quarter, to be able to supply this informebion in case 
of need, and to help keep public ordere 
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These all report to their respective provincial offices in 
Danmame Some of them go through other channels first, such as the 
head of Police in Ras Tanura, who reports to the Director of Police 
in Dhahran, who in turn, reports to the Director of Public Security 
for the Eastern Province in Dammame Some of them may report to 


Dammam through the Amir of Ras Tanurae 


Iv. The Financial Situation of the Municipality 


The major problem of the Municipality is lack of funds. 
Normally there are two major sources of income open to munici~ 
palities; the sale of municipal lands and a percentage of cus toms 
duties, In accordance with a royal decree issued in 1955, lands 
within the limits of the municipalities were transferred to them 
for public sale. At this time Rahimah was not administratively 
independent. The lands now comprising the towmsite had been 
developed by Aramco. and sold, mainly to government officials and 
company workers, before Rahimah became a municipality. Much of 
this land is still being held for speculation. As a municipality, 
Rahimah has been unable toprofit from the royal decree of 1955 
because it had no land to sell. The unused land surrounding the 
present Municipality of Rahimah is gradually being developed by 
the Company for transfer to company employees. Another royal 
decree of 1956 provided that Company employees building homes in 
Abqaiq, Dammam, and Rahimah could receive the land freee ‘Some 
of this Land was turned over to the Municipality through sale but, 
with the exception of about 35 houses ami a few private business 
establishments, it has not been adequately utilized. in any case, 
ownership of additional land does not solve the financial problem, 
according to the Director, since it is difficult to get workers 
who already have access to free land under Company home-owership 
programs to buy the land from the Municipality. 


Normally the Municipality should receive a portion of the 
customs duties collected in the Province. These fees, channeled 
into the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency, are controlled by the 
Central Government. The portion allotted to the Eastern Province 
municipalities is distributed under a system which is presumably 
influenced, if not determined, by the Amir of the Eastern Provinces# 
The Director complained that Dammam and al-Khobar are getting the 
lion's share of these duties and that Rahimah is getting nothing. 


# This point requires verification. 
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Rahimah depends mainly for its income on real estate taxes 
(rusum tagariyah) and a tax on car ownership. The latter was 
reported as bringing in approximately five to six hundred Saudi. 
riyals yearly. The toal yearly income of the Municipality from 
these and other sources was estimated at SR 50,000. The President 
of the Municipal Council has in the past petitioned Amir Satud 
Ibn Jiluwi to permit an increase in taxes. When no action was 
taken on this, the Municipality went directly to the Council of 
Ministers. They have also asked Aramco for a loan, on which no 
action has been taken. For this reason the Municipality has 
not been able to initiate any of the local projects it has in 
mind except for the construction of a fish market, which it has 
just completed. The: reply to a question as to how these funds 
were allocated was vaguee First of all, they go to pay the 
salarics of the Municipality officials; in addition, they provide 
the income necessary for keeping the tow clem, removing public 
hazards and enforcing Municipality decrees. 


Another aspect of the competition between municipalities and 
the relative strength of Dammam in relation to Rahimah can be seen 
in the action taken on Rahimah's petition to form a Municipal 
Council three years agoe The people of Rahimah repeatedly peti-~ 
tioned the Amir of the Province, through the Amir of the tow, for 
Municipality:status, Other municipalities in the area, particularly 
Dammam and Qatif, were loath to see a; portion of the taxes which 
they had shared cut off, and therefore successfully opposed the 
change for a times 
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I understand that Miss Wanda JABLONSKI of Petroleum Week magazine has been well | 
acquainted with Shaikh Abdullah TARIKI for some years and is familiar with his viewse O) 
Nevertheless it appears from here that some of the statements made by Miss Jablonski >} 

recently to NEA officials are without foundation in facte Specifically, the following 
comments are offered concerning statements she made during her call at the Department:O 
O 


le Miss Jablonski stated that Tariki has virtually no friends and cannot keep thes 
few he hase Nothing in our observation of and experience with Tariki confirms thise N 
At least within Saudi Arabia he seems to have a fairly wide circle of friends and a 
acquaintances, and we have seen no sign to indicate that his personal popularity is — | 
waninge Perhaps Miss Jablonski was thinking of Shaikh Abdullah's friends in Cairo andQ 
other Arab centers outside Saudi Arabia, or in the United States, in which case we areQ) | 
not in a position to judgee O 


2. Regarding Tariki'ts alleged derogatory remarks about Prince FAISAL, this should 
occasion no surprise since Tariki habitually has made clear in conversations with 
close acquaintances, including officers of this Embassy and of Aramcos his antipathy 
toward the Saudi royal family and all members thereof, and his aversion to the money= 
wasting practices often followed by theme Any kind words about Prince Faisal which 
Tarila. has uttered in the past should properly be regarded less as raise than as 
recognition that the real governing power in the country, since 1958, rested with Faisale 


3. Tarikits claim that the American Ambassador in Jidda was trying to get him fired - 
is neither true (as the Department is aware) nor is it generally believed or rumored in 
Jiddae We know of no evidence whatsoever to support the claim that this alleged 
initiative by me has resulted in an increase in Tariki's support in Saudi Arabiae We 
have no information that Tariki's assertion to Miss Jablonski was repeated to anyone in 
Saudi. Arabia except possibly to members of his immediate staff. In the first place, it | 
would not be generally to his interest toydo\iso.since the Embassy and the Ambassador . 
are not unfavorably regarded by the Saudi!."intelligensia" where Tariki's following is 
to be founds In fact many of the intelligensia, however bitter over American support 
of Israel, hope that the U.S. and its representation lhere ‘> prevent Saudi Arabia being? . 
absorbed by Egypte The real situation in. oun,judgieht, based on conversations with a 
sundry well-placed individuals, is<prait anincreasing number of informed residents ge=y 4 
here is beginning to doubt that Shaikh Abdullah holds all the keys to oil wisdom inE= 4)! | 
his handse Whatever might be Tariki's real, conviction about my personal attitude a 
toward his oil policies, he has remained: extremely friendly and courteous toward nora 


eee -S, 


pponally and toward my staff. 
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} Having made the above points we register our agreement with the bulk of Miss | 
Jablonski's comments about Tariki. As reported previously, Tariki. in our view 

indeed is obsessed with the idea of using Arab oi] as a means of asserting Arab 

power and prestige, and also can be described as a "political reformer" who is 
conéerned only marginally with the financial and economic effects of his oll policiese 
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Colonel French upon arrival from Taif July 19 reported £ollow- 
ing additional information on preparation military coup by 
Saudi Lieutenant Colonel Hazim Sulaiman: 


(1) Hazim seemed nervous and preoccupied and told Captain 
Talbert (N.B. correction Talbert not Talbot) July 17 he believed 
Saudi general intelligence service suspicious but looking for 
civilian rather than military subversives. Both Minister DefenseO 
Prince Fahd and General Kurdi Saudi Army G-2 were in Taif. 0) 
Added, however, they not suspicious of him or he would be in O 
jail. Fahd subsequently left Taif for Riyadh. 


z-L/oo°vesL 


(2) In spite of possible suspicions Saudi G-2 Hazim considered 
present time propitious for coup "while they are nervous and 
excited.’ He said he had sent word to his "followers" to keep 
calm and do nothing. He had cancelled scheduled training 
exercise for his battle group and refused expend ammunition in 


Firing exercise. Told USMIM Colonel McCormack, "You will see 


y people do plenty of firing before you leave" (five months hence). 


(3) Hazim recently received eight truck loads ammunition and 
stipplies from Al-Kharj and stored it behind his headquarters in 
Taf. He said 16 additional supply trucks due momentarily. 

za his "tribes" (supporters in Mecca area) have foew#for "U 
15 days, very little arms and ammunition but "enough to job. ac 


"qj 


(4) Hazim stated rumor current in,Saudi intel ligencé>service t 
US supported revolution expected. Added usually UAR ;blqmed, anf, 


° ry } 
this first time US support alleged. (5) Hagim REPRUBUCTION FROM 
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(5) Hazim frequently kas expressed concern that US might 


ireecsene to aid royal family against military coup. He has 
stated to Talbert his desire and future need for 


repeahead 
eaopesation of USG and ARAMCO. 
(2% s4onusiy Hazim had stated Saudi Army would support King 


3.2, ines Faisal in case of open split. Now he maintains 
aamy ‘wold support neither King nor Faisal. 


sod om previous statement about need to kill Faisal 


as, Hazim said bevtality necessary to create 


a 


ssa initial impact. Commented to Palbert, "You do not know 


(2) Hazim said confident he could seize control Taif area and 
balieves seizure Mecca presents no problem. Has no qualms about 
Saudi Aix Force which capable putting only one or two combat 
planes in ais. He fears, however, that King might use planes 

of Saudi Aizlines to ferry in white army troops. 


(9) Formeriy Hazim inclined to say "we'' when describing contemplated 
: ip 
action toe Talbert; now he says "I." 


PART B. 


French gave following background information on Kazim and forces 
at kis disposal: 


(i) Hezim considered by USMIM officers at Taif as dedicated ~- 
soldiers and outstanding Saudi military figuee at Taif. Self- 
avowed previous military experience: Seven years training and/or 
sevice aS Military Attache in Egypt, militagy orientation courses 
in Geemany and England. ban 


(2) Hazim from Medina and nurses long-standing ancestral hatred 
of royal family stemming from defeat Sharif Hussein. He seems 
to be almost a Hejazi nationalist. ‘Has stated he willing to lay 


down Life te get rid of royal family. 
: : (3) Battle 
a ae TOP. SECRET 
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(3) Battle group under command Hazim about 900 men. Additional 
forces in Taif that might support coup are infantry battalion, 
700 men; training regiment 150-200 men; artillery unit 400 men; 
armor car battalion 200 men. Total including battle group 2300 - 


2500 men. 


(4) Hazim claims loyalty to him of Hejazi officers in Tobuk area 
where about 1000 regular army troops stationed. 
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= NO: 36, July 20, 11 a.m. (SECTION TWO OF TWO) 4 
TRC 
RMR. (5) Hazim at one time appeared count on support 900 man > 
paratroop battalion in Jidda. When informed of possibility : 
their transfer to Riyadh he disparaged their combat potential. = 
: . ae 
(6) Potential opposition in Taif is 500-600 white army troops. 
bivouacing with families. Another 500-600 white are in ee 
Tobuk area. ee 
as 
(7) _ Colonel Hazim may have support for his coup by Lt. General ~ 


Issa (G-4) who currently acting as Chief of Staff in absence 

of convalescent General Tassan and has been generating great 
pressure to obtain ammunition and signal equipment for battic« 
group. Issa is Egyptian trained, pro-Nasser, and only recently 
returned from assignment in UAR as representative from Saudi “so 
military mission in Cairo. Colonels French and Harding recall 
Issa as a negotiator at Pentagon when as a Major he and Abbeddine 
(now with Saudi mission Cairo after services G-3) accompanied 
Tassan to Washington on purchasing mission. 
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Comment: Assessment Colonel French and officers USMIM de- 
tachment Taif is that Hazim has sufficient ammunition and supplies 
to take control Taif with ease. Seizure rest of Hejaz, i. e.,; 
Meeca and Jidda possible but success of venture not assured. 
Hazim's plan apparently anticipates that terror inspired by 
massacre Princes in Taif would cause King and Royal Family to 
flee and government to disintegrate without further need for 
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Hazim has said, "time is short". This may reflect belief 
prompt action necessary because (1) Council Ministers <expected 
remain in Taif only one month, two at most, and destruct 
Council necessary to give coup impact required \for itsg.success, 
or (2) delays might result in promulgation reforms thas 1d : 
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prolong life of monarchy. | 


Colonel French and USMIM officers believe absence battle 
group Sl (personnel) who is sick, $4 (supply) who is in 
Riyadh, and S3 (operations) who has been sent on road survey 
mission to Jidda for 15 days make any action by Hazim un- 
likely. 


American contacts in Taif take Hazim and his statements seriously 
but French nevertheless cannot bring himself to believe Hazim 
will act in the immediate future. He stated this repeatedly 
during our conversation yesterday and emphasized it when I 
remarked that I planned going on home leave August 2 but now 

was postponing departure. In my place, he said, he would not 

put off leaving. 


Colonel Carter, regular commander USMIM in Taif, will return 
there from leave in Jerusalem latter part of week. He will 
consult with General McGehee and French in Dhahran. Hazim 
has asked to see Carter aS Soon as he returns and French 
may accompany him to Taif. 


- [ had asked for audience with Faisal before my contemplated 
departure on August 2 and will perhaps go to see him next week. 


I should mention that Hazim had told Talbert that after meeting 
of his conspiratorial group end of month (EMBIEL 27) he would 
want to meet with me. I shall avoid any contact with him. 
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RMR 
EMBTEL 36. 
Colonel French sufficiently concerned about possible military 
coup planned by Lieutenant Colonel Hazim Sulaiman to instruct ~ 
USMTM detachment Taif bring evacuation plan lp to date and oO 
examine feasibility using airstrip at top Tdif encampment for 0) . 
evacuation purposes. French seemed more wotried about possible Pi 
reprisals against US military personnel by Hazim group in case O : 
news of plot leakedui to SAG than about dangers to detachment O 
if plot succeeded. ~ 
| ~“ 
I assured’French details-matter closely guarded secret and i 
no intention.xeveating.them to. S Talbert being instructed iN 
to eSIT Wazim, if questioned, that their conversation going no Oo 
further than Taif detachment. If coup were carried out o 
successfully, evacuation Taif detachment probably mandatory to 
avoid identification of USMIM with rebels in mind of Royal 
family and public. 
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Bangalor torpedos; 4 boxes. 

Shape charge 15 pounds; 4. 

4/4 pound blocks TNT W/caps; one box. 
Anti-tank mines medium; 20. 
Anti-Personnel (light yehicle armed); 10. 
Colored rifle grenade (smoke); 10. 


USMTM considers these stocks ample seizure power in Taif area. 


HEATH 


M/s 


is ; : TOP SECRET 


FORM DS-747 | 1. TUP SECKET CONTROL NUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE TEL: 7/60/142h3/2 
TOP SECRET COVER SHEET 


| 4 BRIEF DESCRIPTIDN OF ATTACHED DOGUMENT(S) (Origin, subject, reference no. or 2. CDPY INFORMATION 


i other pertinent data) 


Jidda 38, dtd 7/20/60 


ACTIDN CDPY._________INFDRMATION COPY. 


TELEGRAMS, DESPATCHES, ETC, _—.______ 


COPY NO. OF COPIES 


5. FORWARDED 3. DATE AND NAME DF PERSON PREPARING FORM 


7/21/60 LEO DOLOFF: foe fe |) “RUTH ALDRICH 
.j ; (Date) (Top Secret Controt Officer) ; 
| 6. 7. 8. 9. ip. on. 
: PERSONS TD WHDM RDUTED OR OFFICE . - . . . 
READING DDCUMENT SYMBOL SIGNATURES... -"; |. DATE RECEIVED, | , DATE READ DATE RELEASED 


* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1959499214 


A, 


A DS-747 1. TOP SECRET CONTROL NUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE Tel. 7/60/138h1 
TOP SECRET COVER SHEET 


4, BRIEF OESCRIPTION OF ATTACHEO DOCUMENT(S) (Origin, subject, reference no. or 2. COPY INFORMATION 
other pertinent data) 
ACTION GoPY__%______INFORMATION COPY. 
Tele 37 fre Jidda dtd. 7/20/60 
TELEGRAMS, OESPATCHES, ETC. Tele 
COPY NO. OF COPIES 
5, FORWAROED 3. OATE AND NANE OF PERSON PREPARING FORM 
7/20/60 Leo Doloff 
ba ea 
(Date) (Top Sccret Control Ojficer) W Armstrong 
6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 1. 
PERSONS TO WHOM ROUTEO OR OFFICE SIGNATURES ATE RECEIVEO OATE REAO OATE RELEASEO 


REAOING OOCUMENT SYMBOL 


| Zeentacke \ifefeal 


= WAZ 


i? 


St 


{ 


oe U. 5. GOVERN MENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1959499214 


4 2 
| I 


OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State _ 


INDICATE: [] couecr 
[1] CHARGE To . | 
= Classification Lagi : 


as SENT TO: smcongul THAHRAN - NIACT 


Ge —Inprp Info: Amenbassy JTDDA-racr 


LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 
XEQRH Only for Scwhinn and Acting CHUSMTM, 

View Jidda's 56 rptd Dhahran 30 and Dhahran's 52 rptd Jidda 43, Dept 
considered it advisable brief E Gerey Owen, senior ARAMCO rep Washington, re 
possible Saudi peta goup and has done so in general terms and in 
strictest confidence. When lee g0, we said ARAMCO intelligence liaison 
already informed by Colonel French and we understood at least Hardy and 


Barger aware same. We added matter being handled by Ambassador Heath and. 
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asked that ARAMCO take necessary steps keep tightest control over this 


Pr 


highly sensitive info. In order assure maximm security, we suggested any 
messages which ARAMCO might feel it necessary exchange on subject be 
routed through Dept-—Congen channels using Dept classification. Owen 
concurred. Pursuant arrangements worked out with oan, Schwinn, should 


convey foregoing to Barger and/or Hardy. 
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TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON, July_.2 60 25/60 


supsect: Nationalist Protest Against South Arabian League V/A, aa 


A number of nationalist groups in Aden, headed by the Aden Trade Union 
Congress, have protested against the recognition of the South Arabian League as 
the representative of the Arab peoples of South Arabiae 


The protest,which was published in A]_ Ami}, organ of the Aden Trade 
Union Congress, on July 24, was addressed to: 


President Nasser of the UAR 

Permanent Secretary, Afro-Asian Solidarity Council A 
Secretary General of the National Union, UAR . 
General Secretariat of the Arab League 2 


oe eee. 
| 
Imam Ahmed of the Yemen = ui 
4 x 2 a) : 
King Saud of Saudi Arabia ' { WOE 
International Congress of Arab Trade Unions Ges 
Voice of the Arabs, Cairo 
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Organizations signing the protest were’ 
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ATUC 

Yemeni Union 

Youth Culture Club 

Crescent Sports Club 
Mohamadan Youth Club 

Combined Youth Club 

Islamic and Youth Club, Tawahi 


The protest stated that the South Arabian League does not represent > 
the ‘regional goals of Arab Nationalism... ebut separatist principles. which agrae 
with British imperialist plans to create an independent state for South Arabia." 
It asks that no local or internationallcioferences> recognize the South Arabian 


League as representing the "people’s struggle” in South Arabia. 


2 tt 


Nationalist leaders in Aden hav: protested a:inumber of times against the |. 
South Arabian League's pretention *d speak’ forthe nationalists of Aden and 
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Yemen. Resentment against this organization of “separatist” tendencies is even 
greater because the leaders of the SAL continue to lead lives of comparative case paw 


and luxury in Cairo. The ex-Sultan of Lahej, continues to receive 3,000 East 
African Shillings per month from the British in Aden and from the Egyptian 
Government the use of an expensive villa and eight guards, The Suitan also 
reportedly..:. received 100 Egyptian pounds per month stipend from the Yemeni: 
Government. As for Mohamad Al Gifri, who was forced by the British to flee Aden 
for his SAL activities, he continues to receive the income from his lands in the 
Protectorate. 


ATUC Secretary General Abdullah Al Asnag complained against continued 
recognition of the SAL in Cairo when ne visited the UAR capital this spring. 
According to a Consulate local employee who has frequent contacts with Al Asnag, 
the latter was promised that recognition of the SAL would be withdrawn, but the 
promise was almost immediately broken. The difficulty according to the Consulate 
employee, is that the SAL is the only group regularly represented in Cairo and 
the Egyptians have no one else to turn to when a question involving South Arabia 
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| The Lith Heeting of the Trucial Council: was held at the British ae | 
Agemey, Dubai, on lay 16, 1959. The 13th meeting was held on December 1, 1958 
and reported in ConGen Despatches 203 and }203 ConGen Despatch 20 which referred 
to the meeting of the Trucial Council on December 1, 1958 as the 1th meeting 
was in error.e ‘The purpose of this despatch is to report the proceedings of the 
Lith meeting in order to complete the Department's recordse 


In general the meeting appeared to solve no problems nor 
did it show any enthusiasm whatsoever bz the Rulers of the Trucial 
States for a Closer union among themselves. O, the other hand, ell 
Trucial Spates Rulers including Shaikh Shakhbut of dou Chabi attend- 
ed the meeting. Since Shaikh Shakhbut is the only Trucial States 
Ruler who appears likely to receive substantial oil revenues within 
the next few years his presence is considered a sine qua non for a 
meeting of the Council. ——o. 


In his opening address the Political Resident, Sir George 
Middleton, emphasized the necessity for cleser union of the 
Vrucial States and stated that an additional 10,000 pounds ster- 
ling over and above the usual Trucial States budget was available 
and asked for suggestions as to how these funds should be spent. 


poles 
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He also suggested an executive council and other administrative "T] 
reforms. Unfortunately, the Political Resident's suggestions eed 
+ sa * : 3 AP. 
not meet with anything more than polite acknowledgement. wars 
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- A summary of the minures of the Lith Heeting of the Trucial ca 
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FOURTEENTH MEETING OF THE TRUCIAL COUNCIL HELD AT 
THE BRITISH POLITICAL AGENCY, DUBAT. 


Hay 16, 1959. 


Members Present: 


Mr. Donald F. HAWLEY, British Political Agent, Dubai. 


Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan - Ruler 
Shaikh Rashid bin Said - Ruler 
Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan al Qasimi - Ruler 
Shaikh Rashid bin Humaid al Naimi. - Ruler 
Shaikh Ahmed bin Rashid al Muatella,M.B.E.- Ruler 
Shaikh Saqr bin Muhammad al Qasim. - Ruler 


Shaikh Muhammad bin Hamad al Sharqi. - Ruler 
In attendance: 


Shaikh Zaid bin Syltan 
Shaikh Muhammad bin Khalifa 
Shaikh Humaid bin Rashid 
‘Shaikh Sultan bin Ahmad 
Shaikh Suhail bin Hamdan 
Shaikh Hassan win Abdulla. 


Acting Political Officer, Abu Dhabi 


of Abu Dhabi 

of Subai 

of Sharjah 

of Ajman - 

of Unm al Quwain 
of Ras al Khaiman 
of Fujairah 


Dr. D. G. McCaully, OBE, IMS(R), Senior Medical Officer 


Major P. G. Lorimer, Superintendent of Police 


Mr. Robin Huntington, Agricultural Supervisor, Ras al Khaimah 
Mir. G. R. Markham, Headmaster, Sharjah Trade School 


Ali Bustani, Arab Assistant 
Major R, L. J. Pott, Trucial Oman Scouts. 


Summary of Minutes 


1. Address by Political Resident. 


1. After an hour's wait for the arrival of Shaikh Shakhbut the Council 
began its meeting with the introduction of the Political Resident, Sir George 
MIDDLETON (who was appearing for the first time before the Council) by the 


Political Agent at Dubai, Mr. D. F. HAWLEY. 


In his talk Sir George emphasized the following points: 


a. There was a necessity for closer co-ordination between the Truci al 
States especially in view of the dangers of international Communism. (The 
Political Resident did not elaborate on these dangers.) 


Pag of 
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b. The Trucial States development budget should be administrated 
more directly by the Trucial Council. In order to carry out this suggestion 
an additional member was being appointed to the staff of the British Political 
Agency at Dybai to be responsible for administering funds available to the 
Trucial Council subject to Trucial Council recommendations. 


c, 4 small executive committee should be formed to advise executive 
officers on matters concerning detailed spending of funds available. This 
committee would be a sub-committee of the Trucial Council. One task for the 
sub-committee might be to consider the best ways to combat the locust threat 
to the area in the futuree 


a. There was an additional 10,000 pounds sterling available tc the 
Trucial Council in order to encourage co-operation between the various statese 
It would be used as specifically recommended by the Trucial Council and the 
Political Resident asked for suggestions. 


&. The Political Resident expressed the hope that in the future larger. 
funds would be available for the Trucial Council and that perhaps the Rulers 
themselves would agree to contribute a share. He recalled Shaikh SHAKHBUT's 
suggestion that all Rulers should contribute l percent of their oil revenues 
to the Trucial Council if oil was found in their territories. 


f. H.MoG. considered itself responsible for the protection of all the 
Trucial States within their recognized boundries. 


2. Review of 1958/1959. 


The Political Agent reviewed developments in 1958/1959 and made the 
following points: | 


a. There had been encouraging progress in the Trade School at Sharjahe 


b. There had been encouraging steps in agriculture and the development 
of Ras al Khaimah. 


c. A new school was established in Abu Dhabi. Student teachers sent to 
Bahrain for training had done well. ae 


d. New dispensaries had been ‘built and a new matemity ward and waiting 
room constructed at the Al-Maktum Hospital . 


é. The progress of water drilling had not been up to expectations but 
there was renewed hope for next yeare 
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f. As a result of the situation in Iraq it was impossible for the | 


Trucial States to send their people to Iraq for judicial training; it had 
also been impossible for the Iraqi local government expert to come to the 
Trucial States for consultation. 


3. 1959/1960 Budget 


The Political Agent stated that a budget for 710,000 had been established 
on the basis discussed at the last meeting. He asked for suggestions as to 
how the extra 710,000 mentioned by the Political Resident could be used. 

Except for a suggestion by the Ruler of Dubai that this money be spent on. Dubai 
Development projects no response was elicited; other members of the Council 
asked for time to consider the questions 


h. Future Development of Trucial Council 


Phe Political Agent explained the Political Resident's idea of a 
standing committee and asked for comments. , : 


Shaikh Shakhbut saw no reason for any change in the operation of the 
Council. ‘Shaikh Sagr bin Sultan thought that the Executive Committee should 
elect its own head and that the new member of the Political Agency staff, 
mentioned by the Political Resident, should not necessarily be the chairman; 
he thought the committee should express its ow ideas to the Council. Other 
members of the Council made only desultory comments. 


5, Locust Control 


The Political Agent mentioned the 1959 locust plague and asked for 
suggestions to improve the efficiency of the locust control measures next 
year. 


Shaikh Saqr bin Sultan blamed the Pakistani team for failure to stop 
the plague in its early stages. He suggested that next year there should be 
a much stronger team with local people who know the country. He commented 
that the Pakistani team was corrupt and had sold its poison in Dubai and 
Sharjah. Shaikh Shakhbut confirmed this last statement. 


The Political Agent suggested co-operation between the states and the 
the appointment of a technical expert to direct operation in the whole area. 
He suggested that each Ruler might provide one car and driver for thelhocust 
fighters since transportation was a vital requirement for this work. 


Shaikh Sagr bin Syltan thought that the Trucial Onan Scouts should provide 
the transportation. Shaikh Shakhbut commented that such assignments were 
beyond the power of the Rulers and locust control was up to H.M.G. 
~ No other members showed any enthusiasm or willingness to provide 

ie transportatione , 
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Mr. Robin Huntington emphasized the necessity for accurate information _ 
on the location of locust swarms. The Political Agent asked for co-operation 
of all states in the future. 


6. Workmen's Compensation 


No members of the Council had any thoughts on workmen's compensation. 
7. Game Law 


The Political Agent asked if any Rulers had issued Ilans on this subject 
and, if so, had they been effective. 


Shaikh Shakhbut stated that he was the only one who hunted in Abu Dpabi 
so that no such decree was necessary there. It appeared that only Shaikh Sagr 
bin Sultan had issued an Ilans. 


‘8, Trucial-Oman Scouts. 


Major R. L. J. Pott reported on-behalf of the Commander of the Trucial: 
Oman Scouts that the Scouts had a good espirit de corps and that they were 
better trained, armed, and more efficient than ever before. He felt that since 
the situation was quiet in the South the Scouts could give more attention to 
the Trucial States. 


Major Pott went on to say that the Trucial Oman Scovts needed more recruits 
from the Trucial States. Many new recruits came from Muscat but he would prefer 
to have local people. More Trucial States recmiits were essential and the 
Rulers should endeavor to send them in. 


Major Pott concluded by saying that the T.0.5. hoped to train Arab. — 
officers to take positions of responsibility but these men would have to be of 
very high standard. The few Arab officers in the Scouts have been doing 
sterling work, he said. 


9. Tratfic Laws for the Trucial States. 


Wajor P. G. Lorimer said that in Resethah“biogears 56) drivers licenses 
had been issued even though they were not compulsory. Voluntary registration of 
automobiles was 10) in less than a monthe - 


Major Lorimer explained the tmotorplates" introduced for Government 
vehicles, taxis and ordinary cars. : 


The Political Agent asked for any suggestions from members of the Council 
about a traffic law for the Trucial States. He emphasized the desirability 
of cooperation and uniformity of laws throughout the area. 
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| -—” ghatih Shakhbut thought that each Ruler should decide the matter for 
himself; Shaikh Saqr bin Sultan concurred; other members present had nothing | Ss 
to adde i: Poe te ee Sgt os ee 


10. Adjournment. 
Since there was no further business the meeting wascadjourneds — 


Walter K. Schwinn 
American Consul General 
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REPEATED DEPARTMENT NOW FOR INFORMATION 
EYES ONLY AMBASSADOR 
Jidda's 34 


I took advantage call by Colonel Foote and Lt. Colonel French 
referred to in immediately preceding; telegram to question 
French concerning his alleged breach of confidence. 


I began by saying Ambassador had been reliably informed that 
French had on July 13 divulged to non-governmental agency 
information concerning rumored plot. I asked if French had 
in fact done so. Piously flustered, French hemmed and hawed 
and finally conceded he had given information to Aramco. I 
then inquired if he had also on July 21 discussed with Aramco 
details of conference with Ambassador. After initial silence 
French began involved and unclear statement his relations 
with various intelligence agencies in Dhahran. I said I did 
not entirely follow his remarks but I thought he ought to be 
able to say clearly whether he had or had not discussed the 
matter on July 21 with Aramco. French then said his memory 
concerning dates was not good and he would have to cons 
his records. He then proposed that he go to Jidda on sal 29 
~ discuss the matter with Ambassador. I said I ‘could not advise 
. him on that point but that I would report to Ambassadgx What 
he had said to me. I said that I preferred mong 
statement of situation to Ambassador, who was onsiddgab y 
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disturbed by spread of information to unauthorized individuals, 
adding recommendation that if French had indeed divulged in- 
formation to Aramco after Ambassador had asked him not to do 

so he should say so flatly, for I had reason believe inform- 
ation available to Ambassador was trustworthy and reliable. 
French then said he would draft a statement for me to trans- 
mit to Ambassador. As yet, statement not delivered. Through- 
out conversation Colonel Foote sat in stony silence. 


I am of opinion that French did in fact continue to deliver to 
Aramco information concerning alleged plot after Ambassador 
had requested him not to do so. He may yet come clean, but 
his initial reaction was to conceal his actions. 


As instructed in paragraph 3 of referenced telegram, I called 
on Barger immediately after departure Foote and French. Barger 
gave prompt and vigorous assurance that information available 
to Aramco has been, is and will be closely held by five persons 
now privy to it. His comments clearly indicated his awareness 
extreme delicacy situation and his complete willingness follow 
any instructions Ambassador may give. He expressed view 

course Ambassador following was well conceived. 
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Doubt as to his’ reliability is an instinctive reaction to the personality 
of Mokamed Alirezae He is rather flamboyant in appearance. In his recent 
poljtiéal machinations he is doubtless motivateds in part, by.vengeful. 
bitterncss toward Faisal, and self-intergst is always present in his 
calculationss’ I have nevery however, caught him in a definite untruth, 
have found him generally moderate in his criticisms and understand his ; 
record of commercial probity here, in US or elsewhere in the West is cleane ~ 


Moreover, he is very clearly also motivated by fear of just the: kind of 
military revolution of which we are apprehensive and which would affect 
both US and Alireza interests. (Although it was ostensibly the King's idea, 
I am sure it was really idea of Alireza that we assist and advise indirectly 
in omen of a Saudi FBI to sniff out subversive plots against Saudi 
regime. ‘ 
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Important also to note he is a thorovghly westernized individual with 
large investments in the western world counting his holdings in Beirut 
and proposed investments in Libya as westerns Mohamed is head of the 
wealthiest commoner family in the Hejaz, and he and his clan enjoy prestige WW ~ 
and influence in the area, whether or not people like hin personallye if 


H 


children and others of clan are being educated in US, England and other 
+> western countriese Add to his virtues that of his courage in moving se 
SS openly against the autocratic position of Faisal, who retaliated by notes 
ay t renewing the Jidda port concessions efficiently if very profitably ©. 
| administered by Alireza. — oT 
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3 change he is supported by Princes Talal and Newwaf who are the mostep HIE” 
A Intelligent and best educated, if sonévhat flighty and playboyishs of the 
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strength of character nor his integrity, but Faisal is an i11 man at presents ngt 
now capable-of.forming a strong enduring following and leading this country toward 
political reform which must come with some swiftness. In fact Faisal, the conserva™ 
tives iss for the time being, opposed to any political reform which would lessen 
the authority of the royal family, that is to say,at present, his authority and 
responsibility. Faisal's following is a small and admiring group but many of them 
have distinct motives of self-interest and are not entirely convinced he will lead 


his country to better dayse 
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Colonel Foote, Deputy CHUSMIM and Lt. Colonel French called ~ 
July 27 to inquire if Colonel Carter and Captain Talberg, 0 
with detachment at Taif, and Colonel Brinkerhoff, with 0; 
detachment at Riyadh, should be instructed along lines > 
third paragraph DEPTEL 36 to Dhahran, 44 to Jidda. O 
Colonel Foote saic that, if authority granted, Lt. Colonel 2 
French would proceed Taif and Riyadh on July 29 to brief Nj 
officers named. 1 
Nn 
I said that while I believed officers should be briefed I ~ 
considered in circumstances specific authority should be O; 
given by Ambassador. I said that I would seek his Oo 
authority by fastest means so that Colonel French could 
make his plans to travel. | 
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Re your telegram 48 
I request that Colonel Carter be instructed to come immediately ~ 
to Embassy to receive briefing. He can proceed thereafter to oo 
Dhahran if Foote desires. I not only see no reason for French oO 
to proceed to Taif or to come to see me on the 29th as he requests} 
but very definitely do not wish to see him. s 
I agree with you French has not brought himself to "evel" with O 
us, Colonel Foote not French can brief Colonel Brinkerhoff at a 
Riyadh.on lines third paragraph DEPIEL 44 to: Jidda?: . a 
N 
It is probably too late but French should be instructed by his ~j 
superior Foote that he must not run to Palmer and tell him that O03 
his (French's) indiscretions have become known to CONGEN and Oo 
Embassy and have been brought into question. 
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View Jiddats 56 rptd Dhahran 30 and Dhahran's 52 rptd Jidda 13, Dept 
considered it advisable brief Garry Owen, senior ARAMCO rep Washington, re 
possible Saudi military coup and has done so in general terms and in | 
strictest confidence. When doing 20, we said ARALCO 4ntelligence liaison 

’ already informed by Colonel French and we understood at least Hardy and 
Barger aware same. We added matter being handled by Ambassador Heath and 
asked that ARAMCO take necessary steps keep tightest control over this 
highly sensitive info. In order assure maximm security, we suggested any 
messages which ARAMCO might feel it necessary exchange on subject be 
rovted through Dept-Congen channels vsing Dept classification. Owen 
concurred. Pursuant arrangeiients worked out with Owen, Schwinn should 


convey foregoing to Barger and/or Hardy. 
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Lt. Colonel French has given me following memorandum for 
record dated July 27, 1960, to be forwarded to you. 
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QUOTE 


Mr. William Palmer, ARAMCO,.did know of the contents of the 
message on 14 July prior to our meeting with the US Ambassador. 
This was through a mistake on my part of not properly evaluating OU) 
the information at the time. However, immediately after meeting O 
with the Ambassador I warned Palmer of the seriousness of the 
situation. i,merely told.Palmer at a subsequent social function 
that I had met with the Ambassador on the 19th. Nothing was — 

said relative to the subject matter disclosed. At no time have 

‘I acted contrary to the Ambassador's instructions. 
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I am afraid French not yet brought himself to level with you. 
He desires to,call on you on July 29. T have agreed to ask: .. 
you to. receive him on that day. ~~ ; - Ds 
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